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It was with great pleasure that I accepted your invitation 
to speak to you to-day on a subject that is becoming of 
increasing importance to the veterinary profession, particu- 
larly to those of us engaged in town practices. The treat- 
ment of the cat, in the past, has received much less atten- 
tion than that of the dog. 

Many people are now keeping a cat as a pet where 
previously they have kept a dog. This is probably due to 
the housing shortage and the economic situation. A cat 
requires relatively little living space, no conducted exercise 
and can be left to its own devices far more readily than 
can a dog. Also, an increasing number of shops and 
factories are keeping cats to kill vermin: one factory, to 
my knowledge, has ten or 12 cats officially on the pay 
roll and I am assured that they are far more efficient than 
the rat catcher. 

The cat fancy, too, is increasing in size and popularity 
and there is a growing export trade in pedigree stock both 
to America and Europe. The fancy is as yet a compara- 
tively small body and it is looking to the veterinary profes- 
sion for advice: we must be in a position to help it 
improve the health of the breeding stock of the country. 

I would venture to suggest at the start that we must not 
regard our patient as ‘‘ only a cat.’’ It is my experience 
that a cat needs a great deal of individual attention and 
interest if it is to respond to our treatment. In fact cats 
appear to recognise if one is tired, etc., and are correspond- 
ingly difficult to handle. 

Any discussion of surgical procedure may most profit- 
ably be preceded by a consideration of suitable methods 
of producing anaesthesia without which surgical skill is 
rendered useless. 


ANAESTHESIA 


Local anaesthesia by injection of procaine and allied sub- 
stances can be used for minor surgical interference such 
as lancing abscesses, but wherever possible it is preferable 
to employ a general anaesthetic since a conscious cat is 
easily frightened and not easily subject to restraint. For 
inducing general anaesthesia we have the choice of the 
inhalants such as ether or chloroform, or the barbituric acid 
derivatives. 

Ether.—Cats, particularly the young animals, are excel- 
lent subjects for the administration of ether. It is easily 
given with a ‘‘ Wright’s ’’ mask, the ether being volatised 
either by passing oxygen through it from a cylinder or 
air from an electric pump. Induction is rapid and where 
operation is of short duration—and a great deal of muscular 
relaxation is not required, e.g., ovaro-hysterectomy—ether 
is the anaesthetic of choice. 


* Presented to the Society of Women Veterinary Surgeons, October 
28th, 1950. 


It has been suggested that Siamese cats have an idiosyn- 
crasy to ether but I have not found this to hold true—I 
am inclined to belicve that the Siamese has an idiosyn- 
crasy to veterinary surgeons or veterinary surgeons an 
idiosyncrasy to Siamese cats. 

In my experience red cats are the most difficult subjects 
for anaesthesia with ether. 

Chloroform will produce a much more rapid induction of 
anaesthesia but it is well recognised that it is much more 
toxic than ether, and so has little to commend it. 

Tue BARBITURATES are the anaesthetics of choice for most 
proionged surgical interferences and for operations about 
the head—administered for preference by intravenous injec- 
tion through the radial vein. 

Nembutal was for many years the most popular of 
these anaesthetics. It gives a long period of general 
anaesthesia with good relaxation, but recovery is prolonged 
and may be accompanied by considerable excitement and 
struggling. Also, since it is detoxicated by the liver, care 
must be used in cases where that organ has already been 
adversely affected by disease processes. 

Thiopentone gives an excellent degree of anaesthesia. 
It is rapidly broken down, is not detoxicated by the liver— 
which is an advantage-—and recovery is quiet and rapid. 
Its disadvantage is that it is ‘‘ short acting ’’ but this can 
be overcome by continuous administration during opera- 
tion. No ill effects such as thrombosis have been observed 
as a result of keeping the hypodermic needle in the vein 
over a period of time provided that originally it has been 
inserted cleanly into the vein and is kept steady during 
administration. 

Myanesin can be used with advantage as an adjunct to 
the barbiturates. It is a synthetic substance resembling 
curare in action and causing muscular relaxation by pro- 
ducing a block at the myoneural junction. It has a 
potentiating effect on the barbituric derivatives, increasing 
the duration and depth of anaesthesia. Used in conjunction 
with thiopentone it decreases the anaesthetic dose by one- 
third to one-half, thus decreasing toxicity whilst increasing 
relaxation most markedly in the abdominal muscles. 

It can be given before, after, or, preferably, mixed in 
the syringe with thiopentone and is used as a 50 per cent. 
mixture with the anaesthetic. 


SomME SURGICAL CONDITIONS 


I would first like to mention very briefly a few of the 
commoner surgical conditions met with in cats. 


OCULAR SURGERY 

Those concerning the eyes: 

Enucleation of the eyeball may be necessary for cases 
of advanced glaucoma, or more commonly where the eye- 
ball has become grossly infected as the result of injury. 
The ‘‘ closed ’’ operation is most successful. That is, first 
suturing the lids then incising down to the conjunctival 
sac and excising the eyeball, finally suturing the edges of 
the lids. It is important to remove the membrana nicti- 
tans in its entirety. This procedure results in little notice- 
able deformity. 
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Entropion is becoming more frequent, particularly in 
Blue Persians since the pug-faced type is the most sought 
after on the show bench. The condition affects the middle 
portion of the lower lid, corresponding to that observed in 
the airedale rather than the chow. Corrective operation 
is performed by the removal of a crescent-shaped piece of 
skin from immediately below the rim of the lid. The 
incision must be carried right down to the subcutaneous 
tissues if the operation is to be successful and it will be 
found that the skin is surprisingly thick in this position. 

Although operation is essential to preserve the health of 
the cat, the fact that the condition is hereditary in origin 
must not be overlooked. It would be an advantage if cats 
affected with inversion of the lids were not included in 
the stud lists. 

An allied condition is one where the outer half of the 
upper lid fails to develop. Kittens may be born with their 
eyes open and often die soon after birth. In less advanced 
cases which may affect one or both eyes, the animal suffers 
from chronic keratitis and conjunctivitis. Operation is 
best performed at three to four months when a triangular- 
shaped piece of skin is excised above the affected area as 
in operation for entropion—at the same time the conjunctiva 
is stripped from the corneo-sclerotic junction. 

Dermoid cysts are occasionally seen in Siamese cats, and 
consist of a patch of hair growing at the corneo-sclerotic 
junction. These are easily excised. 

Wherever possible, animals having these conditions 
should be sterilised as the only means to prevent recurrence 
in future generations. 


OBSTRUCTION BY FOREIGN BopIEs 


Intestinal obstruction is rare; most foreign objects— 
chiefly fish bones and needles—lodge in the mouth and 
harynx and their removal is simple if a general anaesthetic 
is administered : for preference, thiopentone by intravenous 
injection; this method leaves the mouth free for examina- 
tion and since induction is rapid and not accompanied by 
excitement or struggling, decreases the risk of asphyxia. 
May I suggest that a piece of cotton should never be 
pulled out of a cat’s mouth without first ascertaining 
whether it is threaded through a needle, since cats swallow 
needles by first picking up and playing with the cotton. 
Once unthreaded, the needle can be very difficult to locate. 
Gastrotomy may be indicated for the removal of masses 
of hair impacted in the stomach—such accumulations may 
reach the size of a clenched fist and practically occlude the 
stomach cavity. ‘‘ Fur balls ’’ passing through to the 
intestines generally can be expelled by medicinal treat- 
ment but, on rare occasions, surgical interferen¢e is 
required when a large mass becomes impacted at the 
pylorus. 

Since we are dealing with a soft body, far less damage 
is done to the intestinal wall, and necrosis that is so com- 
mon iff intestinal obstruction by hard objects such as 
pebbles is practically unknown. Thus operation is simpler 
and attended by less risk. 


TECHNIQUE OF OPENING THE ABDOMINAL CAVITY 


Before discussing the surgical conditions of the urino- 
genital system, it would be advisable to consider factors 
governing the technique of opening the abdominal cavity. 
The abdominal muscles of the cat are relatively thin. 
The abdomen is normally pendulous, and the animal’s 


posture is 


ae 


crouching.”’ As a result, any incision made 


— 


through the mid-line is subjected to considerable stress 
from the weight of the abdominal contents and is liable 
to contamination from outside contact. Also, the chance 
of omental adhesions forming to the incision is consider- 
able. 

Incision through the flank avoids these obvious draw- 
backs. The muscles are thicker and stronger and the 
intestinal contents tend to fall away from the wound; the 
risk of infection from outside contact is very much less 
and, since the cat’s abdomen may be said to be com- 
pressed laterally, no difficulty is experienced in reaching 
organs on the side of the animal away from the incision. 
Therefore, wherever possible, it is advantageous to per- 
form laparotomy through the flank. The elasticity of the 
oblique abdominal muscles is such that a relatively small 
incision suffices. 


With regard to suturing material, cats tolerate the use 
of catgut for internally placed sutures and ligatures and 
rarely interfere with fine silk (No. 1 or 2) inserted through 
the skin. 


Uro-GENITAL SYSTEM 


Obstruction of the urethra is one of the most troublesome 
conditions encountered in the male cat either castrated or 
entire. Impaction may occur at any point along the length 
of the urethra and consists of a mass of salt deposits, com- 
monly carbonates and phosphates, mixed with epithelial 
cells ard bacteria. The mass may be hard and crystalline 
or soft and sabulous. The reason for the deposition of 
salts out of the urine into the bladder from where they 
pass to obstruct the urethra is not completely understood. 
The condition is usually accompanied by some degree of 
inflammation of the urinary tract and it is invariably 
recurrent. 

There are a variety of ways of attempting to remove 
the obstruction. Where the mass is soft and impucted at 
the end of the penis, manipulation accompanied by gentle 
pressure in the bladder will result in the plug being expelled. 
In other cases it may be necessary to break down the 
offending mass with a fine probe—often the eye end of a 
suture needle will be of assistance. I have found that a 
human gum elastic ureteric catheter is an ideal instrument 
for disiodging these obstructions—its size is correct for 
the cat and causes less damage to the urethra than non- 
fiexible instruments. In a few cases it is necessary to 
perform urethrotomy for the removal of the impacted 
crystals. 

The accumulation of the crystalline deposit into calculi 
of any size is extremely rare although I have met with 
three cases in female cats. In all cases the calculi were 
multiple, translucent, having sharp edges and about the 
size of a split pea. 

The problem of calculi or sandy deposits does not stop 
at surgical relief. Prevention of recurrence is of equal 
importance. Reduction of inflammation of the affected 
structures by the use of the appropriate medication is 
essential since desquamated epithelial cells will form a 
nucleus for further deposits, and the urine must be rendered 
acid again. Regulation of the diet may be beneficial. In 
McCarrison’s treatment the intake of fats is increased. I 
have recently had some success by keeping cats on a carbo- 
hydrate-free diet (as is adopted in some human cases). 
One cat had been presented three times in as many months 
for relief of obstruction of the urethra, but has had no 
recurrence during the last 20 months since it has been 
kept on a carbohydrate-free diet. 


duri 


| MAL 
C1 
| | kitte 
| abdc 
The 
testi 
| 
| testi 
is me 
| then 
| In 
be f 
| and 
opel 
ana 
T 
ring 
cuta 
to t 
cavi 
T 
the 
of, { 
| | thre 
| to t 
| and 
| defe 
exp 
| abd 
| vier 
an 
not 
| the’ 
aris 
| cry 
| kitt 
Fe) 
| ( 
ki 
| kitt 
| afte 
i, 
all 
ute 
cat 
in 
| dif 
| de 
in 


November 3rd, 1951 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


No. 44. Vow. 63. 687 


MALE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM 


Cryptorchidism is not uncommonly encountered in 
kittens presented for castration. The condition may be 
abdominal or inguinal, unilateral or more rarely, bilateral. 
There is no authoritative evidence of the time when the 
testicles descend to the scrotum but it is usually complete 
during the first weeks of life. In my experience if both 
testicles are riot in the scrotum by the time that the kitten 
is normally presented for castration (three to four months), 
then it is useless to expect to find them there later in life. 
In a large percentage of cases the retained testicle is to 
be found lying between the inguinal ring and the scrotum 
and is easily removed from this site, particularly if 
operation is performed under general rather than local 
anaesthesia. 

The retained testicle may be lodged in the inguinal 
ring and here it may be difficult to locate (particularly in 
immature cats) since the ring is obscured by a pad of sub- 
cutaneous fat. Where the testicle is not located externally 
to the inguinal ring, it will be retained in the abdominal 
cavity, and laparotomy is necessary for its removal. 

Technique.—Incision is made in the posterior third of 
the abdominal wall either through, or slightly to one side 
of, the mid-line. The bladder, previously emptied, is drawn 
through the incision and the superior surface exposed back 
to the neck. This exposes the ureters entering the bladder 
and lying behind them are seen the white thread-like vasa 
deferentia. Gentle traction on the appropriate vas serves to 
expose the retained testicle if it is truly located in the 
abdomen. It is of assistance to leave the normal testicle in 
view until the retained one is located. 

Cryptorchidism, being an hereditary defect, can become 
a nuisance in pedigree stock and an affected animal should 
not be used for stud purposes although, unfortunately, 
they may be found on the show bench. The same problem 
arises when the ‘‘ dominant ’’ male of a district is a 
cryptorchid, when it is noticed that a large percentage of 
kittens born therein are affected similarly. 


FeMALE REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM 


Ovaro-hysterectomy is the most commonly called-for 
operation in queer kittens. The major proportion of stray 
kittens are found to be females (probably turned adrift 
after their sex has been discovered), and it is my opinion 
that unless steps are taken to prevent promiscuous breed- 
ing then it is impossible to control the stray cat problem. 

There are two techniques of operation: 

(1) Through a mid-line incision. This is anatomic- 
ally unsound since the mass of intestine and omentum 
has to be pushed aside before the uterus is located. 

(ii) Incision through the flank. The ovary and 
uterus are situated ventral to the kidney, lateral to 
the colon and superior to the small intestine and 
omentum; thus it is rational to locate them through 
an incision directly over their normal position, that 
is, in the flank, slightly anterior to and below the 
external angle of the ilium. 

The actual technique of spaying will be familiar to you 
all, so I will confine my remarks to the conditions of the 
uterus which vary considerably at different periods of the 
cat’s life. 

In kittens up to five months old, the cornua are small 
in diameter, pliable, beautifully elastic, and present no 
difficulty in removal. 

After five months, changes are found leading up to 
development of the oestral cycle. This is most noticeable 
in animals reaching this age during the spring and autumn, 


which is the normal breeding period, while autumn-born 
kittens may not reach sexual maturity until eight to nine 
months. 

Preceding oestrum the cornua start to become thickened 
and lose their elasticity, and during oestrum may commonly 
reach the diameter of a pencil. The blood supply! is 
increased and the uterine and ovarian vessels are congested. 
Such a uterus can be palpated quite easily through the 
abdominal wall. Hysterectomy at this stage may be 
difficult since the turgid uterus is easily cut by pressure 
of forceps, also loss of elasticity makes exposure of the 
bifurcation difficult or impossible. 

Oestrum persists for seven days, followed by a quiescent 
period varying from seven to 28 days, during which time 
the uterus reverts to its normal condition. 

In queens that have not bred, after some 18 to 24 months 
the uterine wall becomes permanently thickened and in 
adult cats (five or more years) may reach a permanent 
diameter of } inch or even more. 

In cats that have become pregnant, globular swellings 
can be seen among the uterine horns as early as seven 
days after conception, although the organ will have lost 
its turgid state to some extent. These enlargements corre- 
sponding to the foetal positions, increase steadily in size 
and at 21 days are about 1 inch in diameter, globular 
and tense, and can be located by palpation of the abdomen 
—the uterus between these areas of placentation is usually 
less than } inch in diameter. 

It is noticeable that an odd number of foetuses are 
generally carried—one more in one horn than in the other. 

After four and a half weeks the appearance of a ‘‘ string 
of beads ’’ is gradually replaced by a general distention of 
the uterus. 

Following parturition, the uterus undergoes rapid involu- 
tion. Two days post-partum, it may be as small as 
} inch in diameter, and at four weeks reaches its smallest 
size, less than } inch, and appears soft and elastic and 
slightly flattened. 

In most cases, five to six weeks post-partum the 
uterus again starts to undergo the changes leading up to 
the oestral cycle. Sometimes these changes are not observed 
for about nine weeks while occasionally they take place 
as early as seven days_after kittening. This latter is more 
noticeable in cats that are not suckling young. 

This cycle persists throughout the life of the queen, 
and even in an aged subject the permanent thickening 
characterising the uterus of a maiden queen is never 
observed. 

It would appear, therefore, that the best times to per- 
form hysterectomy are: 

(i) Before five months. - 

(ii) During the quiescent period between oestral 
periods. 

(iii) Four to five weeks post-partum. 

(iv) Up to four weeks of pregnancy. 

At this point, I would like to bring to your attention 
an abnormality that I have met with in 21 cases—that is 
roughly a ratio of 1 : 1,000 cats—in which one horn of 
the uterus is completely absent. In all cases one ovary and 
horn are normal but while the other ovary and fallopian 
tube are normally developed, the uterine horn is represented 
by a thread-like structure running along the edge of the 
broad ligament. The abnormality affects equally the right 
or left horn. 

It is of interest from a surgical point of view as it necessi- 
tates making incision through both flanks in order to per- 
form ovaro-hysterectomy. Also, it would appear to affect 
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the number of kittens such an animal produces. In one 
case of an adult cat, she had a history of five litters of one 
or two kittens only. 


As a point of interest, I have seen only one hermaphro- 
dite cat—a Siamese. 


Dystokia in the cat is not met with so frequently as in 
the bitch, probably since most cats have not been bred 
with distorted heads or pelvises. When it does occur, it 
is usually the result of malpresentation of the foetus—com- 
monly, torsion of the neck, breech presentation, or, occa- 
sionally, by presentation of two foetuses at the same time. 


Correction of malpresentation is made easier by the 
fact that it is possible to manipulate the kitten via the 
abdominal wall as well as per vaginam. 


Uterine inertia may occur following prolonged straining 
on an obstructed foetus, when it will be necessary to 
administer ergometrine or pituitrin. It is a remarkable 
fact that a cat will recommence labour (with or without 
assistance) even after two days of complete inertia. Cats 
also appear to have a higher degree of resistance to infection 
during parturition. Involution may be complete within two 
to three days of the expulsion of putrified foetuses, and I 
have on record the case of a cat that made an unassisted 
recovery following rupture of the uterus during labour with 
the liberation of the foetuses into the abdominal cavity 
where they were encapsulated and partially absorbed. 


If caesarean section is resorted te for the relief of dystokia, 
incision is best made through the flank, as far as possible 
from the mammary glands in order that the cat may nurse 
her kittens, since she is more likely to be contented and 
make a rapid recovery if she has kittens to rear. 


The use of myanesin in conjunction with thiopentone is 
of enormous value when caesarean section is performed with 
the object of producing live kittens. Since the kittens are 
only slightly anaesthetised, little or no resuscitation is 
needed after this method of anaesthesia. 


Metritis occurs in both acute and chronic forms—the 
latter characterised by the enormous thickening of the 
uterine walls, the former by the large amount of purulent 
material contained in the uterus. 


Chronic metritis is most common in adult queens that 
have never bred. The acute form may follow a series of 
abortions. The bacteriological infection is generally mixed; 
B. coli and streptococcus frequently predominate. 


Metrectomy is best performed in a similar fashion to 
spaying, that is, through the flank. Metrectomy may be 
indicated in cases of dystokia where the uterine contents 
are infected as well as in metritis. 


Abortion is of more infrequent occurrence, sometimes 
seen as early as three weeks after conception but more 
usually after the sixth week. It may be infectious in origin, 
due to streptococcus infection, in which case the cat may 
undergo abortion at subsequent pregnancies, but in a num- 
ber of cases it is not possible to determine the cause, the 
cat aborting one litter and carrying subsequent litters to 
their full term. 


It is rarely necessary to perform hysterectomy at the 
time of abortion although where there is a history of recur- 
rence it is advisable to remove the uterus four weeks after 
abortion. 


In conclusion, although I have covered only a small part 
of feline surgery, I hope that I have provided you with 
material to stimulate an interesting and productive 
discussion. 


DISCUSSION 


In the unfortunate absence of Miss Morant, Miss Phillips opened 
the discussion at very short notice. Miss Pumimrs thanked Mry. 
Sheppard for her extremely extensive paper, saying that no one 
could argue with her on surgical matters. There were, however, 
numerous questions arising from the paper which she would like 
to ask Mrs. Sheppard. The fir of these was about myanesin. 
What was its toxicity and dosage rate and what was the recovery 
time after its use? She herself had found thiopentone to be un- 
satisfactory in that the duration of anaesthesia was very variable, 
and was sometimes too yhort to allow of any surgery. 

She was interested to hear Mrs. Sheppard say that kittens born 
with their eyes open can be cured. She had seen only two 
litters suffering from this condition and both were from white 
semi-Persian queens that had aborted. She was surprised to hear 
that Mrs. Sheppard still used silk and catgut sutures. She her- 
self found nylon sutures to be better tolerated in cats than in 
dogs and had never had one returned with an abscess. In the 
matter of urethral calculi she had had one case in an animal 
of six years old, twice operated on within six months, in which 
there was no recurrence, although it lived to be 14 years old. She 
had discovered that this animal was a great fruit-eater, but that 
other cats which suffered from recurrent calculi were great cake- 
eaters. Thiy tied up with the necessity for a carbohydrate-free 
diet which Mrs. Sheppard had mentioned. When operating for 
urethral calculi did Mrs. Sheppard actually incise the urethra ? 
If so, what happened when the animal returned for further 
treatment? 

When presented with a cryptorchid cat, what did one do when 
one testicle already had been removed by another veterinary sur- 
geon? She would also like to ask Mrs. Sheppard what to «io 
with suckling kitteny when one performed a hysterectomy on tlic 
mother four weeks after parturition. 

She was interested in Mry. Sheppard finding several queens with 
one-horned uteri. She herself had seen only one of these, and 
would like to know if the essayist had found two ovaries present. 
She had seen one hermaphrodite only, and this was a Siamese 
cross. {n the case mentioned of foetuses being absorbed from the 
abdomen, was any trouble caused by adhesions? Had Mrs. Shep- 
pard experienced any ill-results from the use of stilboestrol after 
mis-mating ? She had seen one abscess formation in the encdo- 
metrium which she believed to be caused by stilboestrol. 

Replying to Miss Phillips, Mrs. SHepparp said that myanesin 
was not an anaesthetic, but was a substance resembling curare. 
giving muscular relaxation by paralysing the myoneural junctions: 
it was used as an adjunct to the barbiturates. It was tiot toxic 
to cats and was harmful only if used in sufficiently large doses to 
paralyse the diaphragm. It was not thought of highly in human 
surgery as it had caused thrombosis, but she had not experienced 
this difficulty. It wag used as a 50 per cent. solution with barbitu: 
rates, i.e., in equal quantities, but if less relaxation was required 
the percentage used could be reduced. It could also be given with 
ether or any other anaesthetic and could be used either intra- 
muscularly or intravenously. 

Mrs. Sheppard suggested that perhaps Miss Phillips’ ot 
success wi hlepeuniee was duc 29 the injection being made too 
rapidly. She herself had found it satisfactory, but also that some 
cats would go into a condition of sleep resembling anaesthesia 
and that in this condition the reflexes might not be as brisk 
as was normal. 

She agreed that her methods of suturing were old-fashioned but 
she had had such good results that it was unnecessary to change. 

When presented with a cryptorchid all one could do was to 
perform a laparotomy. If one testicle already had been removed. 
both vasa deferentia would be present and it was very difficult to 
see on which side the testicle remained. When operating on a 
cat with young kittens it was best to give the kittens back immedi- 
ately after the operation The cat was then much more contented 
and there was a greater chance of recovery. It was always wis. 
if possible, to give a foster kitten to a cat that had lost her own. 
She recommended a flank incision for hysterectomy as then the 
wound was not so liable to be injured by the suckling kittens. 

Mrs. Sheppard said that she had never met a completely unilateral 
uterus, i.¢e., where there was only one ovary. She had encountered 
no ill effects from stilboestrol used in normal doses. Over-dosing. 
however, would cause great trouble. 

The mecting was then thrown open for general discussion. 

Miss Mitxes thanked Mrs. Sheppard and said that she also had 
several questions to ask. The first was about prolapsed uteri. 
She had found difficulty in —— prolapses before amputatin,. 
so had adopted the method of ligaturing as close to the vulva as 


posible and then amputating. She had had very little haemorrhaye 
in this method but was there a more scientific way of doing it? 
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When presented with cryptorchids she removed the descended 
icle and asked the owner to bring the animal back in two or 
¢ months’ time. She kept a record of these animals and found 
t usually the second testicle had descended to the scrotum by 
time the animal returned. 
As a method of dealing with obstruction of the urethra did Mrs. 
ppard think it would be possible to amputate the penis? 
She had found pethidine useful as a pre-narcotic and as a sedative, 
wondered if Mrs. Sheppard knew whether it ever had the same 
jtant action ay morphia in cats. 
Mrs. SuepparD, replying, said that she had never had a prolapse 
t could not be reduced by laparotomy and traction. It was. 
hopeless to push the: prola back, it must be sutured into posi- 
io. The lack of haemorrhage in these cases would be due to the 
t of necrosis. 
She did not think amputation of the penis was a_ practical 
thod of dealing with urethral obstruction, as when the obstruc- 
ion was in the penis it was usually soft and casy to reduce. The 
dificult cases were those in which a hard crystalline type of 
alculug started high up in the urethra. When performing 
wethrotomy in the cat she made one incision straight through the 
nid-line and then left it open, not sewing at all. Where the 
truction recurred she hoped that a fistula would form through 
the scar, allowing urination. She agreed that pethidine was use- 
ful and said that there was no danger of narcotic excitement. 

Miss Puittirs asked Mrs. Sheppard if myaneyin was useful for 
the alleviation of fear. Mrs. Suepvarp said that it had a tran- 
qillising effect and it was also valuable as it cut down the 
anaesthetic risk by half, and helped to give live foetuses in caesarean 
secuion. 

Migs Freak asked if myanesin could be used alone to relax 
abdominal muscles without impairing uterine contractions during 
the correction of simple malpresentation of kittens. Replying in 
the affirmative, Mrs. Suepparp added that it could also be used 
to control eclampsia and convulsions in epilepsy and strychnine 
poisoning. The convulsiony could be controlled within two minutes. 

Miss Brancker also thanked Mrs. Sheppard and asked if she 
used dial and how long the action of myanesin lasted. She believed 
that the action of both dial and curare lasted for 18 to 20 hours. 

Mrs. Suerparp: One dose of myanesin would give relaxation 
for 20 to 30 minutes. 

Miss Woops suggested that this agent could be used for diagnos- 
ing pregnancy. The eysayist expressed agreement: it would also 
be useful in the diagnosis of foreign bodies. 

Miss Brancker: She preferred the mid-line incision in hysterec- 
tomy as she thought the wound. was then protected by the mam- 
mary glands. Was it essential to remove the second testicle in a 
ayptorchid; algo, had Mrs. Sheppard ever seen a ruptured tom? 
When spaying kittens she frequently found a serous swelling of 
the wound ‘after about six days. Could Mrs. Sheppard suggest 
areason for this? She used catgut sutures. 

Mrs. Sueprarp: She had never encountered a ruptured tom. She 
ilwayy left cryptorchids until they were adult, but usually then 
found that they were very potent and great fighters and an opera- 
tion was necessary She suggested that the serous swellings in 
ays could only be due to some faulty technique. She herself 
did not suture the wound at all in kittens and had never experi- 
cced the swelling. She performed hysterectomy in kittens with a 
No. 11 Bard-Parker blade and Sturdy forceps of the lightest 
weight. She made a stab incision which would close in a matter 
of hours, but for this one must use barbiturates to get sufficient 
taxation. She kept the kitten in for 24 hours after operating. 

Miss Mitnes suggested that the serous swellings might be due 
0 the catgut. Some batches of catgut seemed to be very bad. 

Miss Woops recorded a case she had had, of a three-year-old 
white half-Persian which, when brought in for spaying, was found 
‘0 be suffering from pyometra; it had never had kittens but had 
cme on heat regularly. The uterus was removed from behind 


the os uteri in the usual way. After 14 days the cat was brought 
hack with a large and painful swelling. This was found to be 
caused by the development of pyometra in the uterine stump. 
The passing of a sound revealed complete closure of the 
‘agina by a septum, posterior to the distension. There were no 
alhesions from the previous wound, and after removal of the 
‘ump and treatment with penicillin, there wag an uninterrupted 
covery. In view of the septum a very guarded prognosis was 
given; again, after another 14+ days the symptoms recurred. This 
lime there was swelling in the perineal region and an abscess 
inthe stump pressing up into the rectum. 

Having received a negative reply to the question if there was 
tual pus present in the uterus, Mrs. Suepparp said that she 
thought there was a condition of abnormal secretion from the 


ll of the stump—this might be called a sterile pyometra. 


PASTEURELLA SEPTICA IN CATS AND THE 
ACTION OF AUREOMYCIN AND 
CHLOROMYCETIN ON EXPERIMENTAL 
PASTEURELLOSIS 


BY 
M. A. SOLTYS 


DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY PATHOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF 
LIVERPOOL 


There have been several reports in the literature that 
human beings who have been bitten by cats have developed 
lesions from which Pasteurella septica has been recovered 
(Allin, 1942; Allott, Cruickshank, Cyrlas-Williams, Glass, 
Meyer, Straker & Tee, 1944; Hausmann & Tully, 1945). 

It was felt, therefore, that it would be of some interest 
t» determine the relative incidence of Pasteurella-like 
organisms both in the infected wounds and in the mouths 
ot healthy cats. In order to investigate this problem, wound 
swabs and mouth swabs were collected from cats and 
examined for the presence of these organisms. Investiga- 
tions were also carried out to determine whether recent 
antibiotics such as aureomycin and chloromycetin have 
an inhibitery effect on Past, septica in vitro. As some of 
the strains isolated were pathogenic for mice, it was also 
possible to determine whether these agents have any action 
in protecting mice against experimental pasteurellosis. 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 


Swabs.—lwenty-five mouth swabs from healthy cats 
and 46 swabs from various wounds and abscesses were 
collected and supplied by the Veterinary Hospital of the 
University of Liverpool. The swabs were smeared on 
blood agar plates. After 24 hours’ incubation at 37° C. any 
colonies which showed Gram-negative organisms and which 
were semi-translucent, greyish, circular and convex were 
transferred to blood agar plates, peptone water and 
MacConkey medium. Those strains which did not grow on 
MacConkey medium and produced indol in peptone water 
were subjected to the following tests: gelatine stab culture, 
litmus milk, fermentation of sugars, methyl red test, methy- 
lene blue reduction, and pathogenicity for mice. 

Antibiotics.—The aureomycin hydrochloride supplied 
was in the form used for intravenous inoculation. Chloro- 
mycetin was supplied in 0:25 g. capsulés for administra- 
tion by mouth. Both drugs were injected intraperitoneally. 
Aureomycin was used in watery solution, but chloro- 
mycetin, which is scarcely soluble in water, was dissolved 
in propylene glycol before inoculation. Toxicity tests in 
mice showed that aureomycin was lethal in doses above 
6 mg. and chloromycetin in doses above 4 mg. for mice of 
15 to 20 g. in weight. 

Strains.—Two strains of Past. septica pathogenic for mice 
were used in the chemotherapeutic experiments. One was 
isolated from the wound lesions of a cat, caused by a bite, 
and was marked ‘‘ C.’’ The other was marked “ S ’”’ and 
was isolated from a cow in Sudan. Unfortunately other 
strains which have been isolated from cats’ wounds lost 
their virulence before it was decided to carry out chemo- 
therapeutic experiments. The minimal lethal dose of these 
strains, as determined by inoculating a group of white mice 
15 to 20 g. in weight with serial dilutions of 24-hour broth 
cultures, was 10°°. 
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RESULTS 


Isolation of Past. septica from mouths of healthy cats.— 
Pasteurella septica, in association with other organisms, 
was recovered from eight of the 25 swabs taken from the 
mouth. The gross contamination with various Gram-posi- 
tive and Gram-negative organisms which occurred in the 
primary cultures tended to cause an overgrowth of the 
small colonies of Pasteurella, and it is possible that in 
some cases during s “cultivation and isolation Past. 
septica was missed, particularly if this organism was present 
only in small numbers. 

Isolation of Past. septica from wounds of cats.—Of the 


' 46 swabs from wounds and abscesses, ten gave a pure 


culture of Past. septica and 14 revealed Past. septica in 
conjunction with other organisms. The remaining 22 swabs 
produced staphylococci, streptococci, coli, and other 
organisms. (See Table I.) 


| 
Organisms obtained from swabs 
Past. Coli 
Material No. Past.  septica Staphylo- and 
septica and coccus Strepto- other 
alone other aureus coccus organ- 
organisms isms 
Swabs from 
mouth 25 8 17 
Swabs from 
wounds and 2-B 
abscesses... 46 10 14 8 8 1-C 6 
he 


In those instances in which it was possible to isolate 
Past. septica in pure culture, the pathogenicity of the 
strain was determined by the inoculation of mice intraperi- 
toneally with 0-5 ml. of a 24-hour broth culture. The eight 
strains isolated from the mouth were non-pathogenic. Four 
out of ten strains isolated in pure culture from wounds 
and abscesses killed mice in 24 hours. 


CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC EXPERIMENTS IN MICE 


It has been observed by clinicians that infected wounds 
of this nature were rather difficult to treat and did not 
respond to the administration of penicillin, sulphonamides 
and their derivatives. It has been demonstrated by other 
workers that aureomycin and chloromycetin are active 
against a considerable variety of Gram-negative bacteria, 
including Past. pestis and tularensis. In the present studies 
it is shown that these antibiotics are also active against 
Past. septica of bovine and feline origin. % 
AUREOMYCIN 


The sensitivity of the two strains of Past. septica to 
aureomycin was determined by subjecting them to 
the action of the antibiotic in various concentrations in 
nutrient broth. A standard inoculation of 0:5 ml. of a 
t/t0,000 dilution of the 24-hour-old culture was used 
in this test. It was found that with both strains 1 yg. 
was the smallest dose of aureomycin which completely 
inhibited growth. 

In the mouse protection experiment, 24 mice were inocu- 
lated intraperitoneally, cach with 10 M.L.D. and were 
then divided into two groups of 12 mice each. The first 
group, which received no further treatment, served as a 
control and was dead within five days. The second group 
received 0-1 mg. of aureomycin two hours after infection 
since this dose has been used with success by Braude and 


Spink (1950) in experimental brucellosis. The dose was 
inoculated intraperitoneally once daily for five days. In 
this group seven mice died within five days and the others 
survived. (Fig. 1.) Cultures made from the heart blood 
of treated animals and controls revealed Past, septica in 
both groups, but the number of colonies obtained from the 
heart blood of the treated animals was consistently less 
in comparison with the untreated animals. 

As a daily dose of 0-1 mg. of aureomycin for five days 
failed to protect all the mice in the treated group, a 
second experiment was performed in whick 24 mice were 
again infected with 10 M.L.D. Twelve were then given 
1 mg. of aureomycin for five days, the remaining serving 
as controls. At the fifth day all controls were dead, and 
ali treated mice were alive, although two of the treated 
mice died on the seventh day. The survivors were killed 
at the tenth day and their blood was examined micro- 
scopically and culturally. In neither test was Past. septica 
demonstrated. (Fig. 2.) 
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CHLOROMYCETIN 


In vitro, tests showed that both strains of Pasteurella 
were highly sensitive to chloromycetin and were completely 
inhibited at a concentration of 0°4 mg. per ml. 

To determine the protective dose of chloromycetin, 36 
mice were infected with ten minimal lethal doses. Two hours 
later one group containing 12 mice was inoculated with 
o-'I mg. and another group of 12 mice with 1 mg. of 
chloromycetin dissolved in propylene glycol. The inocula- 
tions were continued daily for five days. The remaining 
group of 12 mice served as controls. All controls died 
within five days. In the treated groups chloromycetin in 
a dose of 1 mg. daily for five days protected g1 per cent. 
of the mice, whilst 0-1 mg. protected only 33 per cent. 


(Figs. 3 and 4.) 
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Cultures made from the blood of untreated and treated 
animals which died within five days revealed Past. septica 


but the number of colonies in the treated animals was 
significantly reduced. Treated animals killed ten days 
after infection and five days after the last dose of chloro- 
mycetin were free from Past. septica. 


DISCUSSION 


The present investigation has shown that Past. septica is 
found not infrequently i in the mouth and in various wound 
infections in the cat. The recovery of Past. septica from 
the mouth is of interest and might suggest that where 
wounds are inflicted by other cats the organisms are 
implanted at the time the animal is bitten. On the other 
hand, none of the mouth strains examined were pathogenic 
for mice, whereas four out of ten isolated from wounds were 
highly lethal for mice. It may be necessary to look for 
another source of infection, such as the rat, which quite 
commonly is responsible for wounds in cats. 

The present studies with aureomycin and chloromycetin 
have disclosed that both antibiotics are effective against 
Past. septica in vitro and in experimental pasteurellosis 
in mice, 

The property of protecting mice from the acute lethal 
effects of Past. septica did not rua entirely in parallel with 
the im vitro activity of the two agents tested. A much 
lower concentration of chloromycetin than of aureomycin 
was found to be effective in vitro, whereas about the same 
amount of chloromycetin was required for the prevention 
of experimental infection in mice. In infected mice, which 
were treated with aureomycin and chloromycetin, the tis- 
sues were not completely sterilised, but the number of 
colonies obtained from the blood at post-mortem examina- 
tion was consistently smaller than in untreated animals. 

It would seem that these two antibiotics might be worthy 
of trial in cases of cat bite in which Past. septica is the 
predominant organism, which fail to react to other types 
of treatment. 


SUMMARY 


Organisms of the Pasteurella seplica group have been 
isolated from mouth swabs, wounds and abscesses in cats. 
The former were non-pathogenic to mice, but the latter 
were lethal. 

Aureomycinr and chloromycetin, in high dilution, inhibit 
the growth of Past. seplica in vitro, They also protect mice 
against acute infection. 
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Some Cork County farmers had had their wheat returned by the 
miller because of the presence in it of the poisonous fungus ergot, 
said Mr. P. D. Lehane at a recent meeting of Cork County Committee 
of Agriculture. The meeting decided to ask the Department of 
Agriculture to undertake an immediate investigation 
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CAT PRACTICE 


THERE is a great demand by cat owners for up-to-date 

veterinary service. This is a relatively recent develop- 
ment in small-animal practice: it is not so many years since 
a med devoied to diseases of that species was almost 
unknown. To-day it is not uncommon to find small-animal 
practices in which 50 per cent. of the patients are cats, or in 
which an entire consulting hour is devoted exclusively to 
them. Moreover, owners expect and are prepared to pay for 
the most up-to-date surgical and medical treatments. The 
day has long passed when the height of humanitarianism 
expected from a cat owner was to see the animal humanely 
destroyed when sick or injured. The reasons for this 
changing outlook are numerous, not least among them being 
the fact that many people feel it unfair to keep a dog in a flat 
or in closely built-up areas, and satisfy their desire for a 
household pet and companion by owning a cat; in addition, 
the pedigree cat fancy is flourishing and progressive, with 
a sanity of outlook on infectious disease which would do 
credit to many other classes of animal owner. The value to 
the community of cats in the control of vermin is well 
recognised, and the number of cats which could be classed 
as workers is considerable; in this respect it is pleasing to 
note the increasing interest of the staff of shops and factories 
in the well-being of the firm’s cat, and their efforts to 
obtain skilled attention for it when required. 

From the veterinary surgeon’s point of view, the cat 
presents many interesting facets. Ihe cat is an excellent 
surgical patient, takes inhalation anaesthetics or intra- 
venous barbiturates of the short-acting type well and has 
an abdomen easy of surgical approach. New methods of 
fracture treatment, especially intramedullary pinning, are 
destined for success in cats owing to the intolerance shown 
by this species to methods of external immobilisation. 

Medically, also, the veterinarian is fairly fortunate in 
this field. Cats respond well to antibiotics, notably peni- 
cillin which possesses the further advantage that judging 
from clinical experience, at least, therapeutic blood levels 
persist for 48 to 72 hours after a single adequate injection 
of the procaine salts. Many infections respond well to the 
sulphonamides and it is, perhaps, not too sweeping to claim 
that since the advent of the sulpha drugs and the antibiotics, 
the problem of cat sepsis is largely a spectre of the past. 

Psychologically the cat presents an interesting and not 
always helpful picture. Its self-sufficiency—a feature which 
endears it to some while repelling others—-results in its 
being only too often an unco-operative patient, resenting 
attention and preferring to be left to die rather than to 
accept devoted nursing. 

The veneer of civilised inhibition is none too deep in the 
cat, and relatively slight interference or restraint commonly 
will unleash the wild feline temper—a mood to be respected 
in view of the serious damage cats can do with teeth and 
claws. The occupational risk to those engaged in cat 

ractice is not negligible. Cat bites result too frequently 


in more or less serious infection both in man and their 
own species to be dismissed lightly as a hazard of practice; 
recent work suggests that scratches, also, may cause some 
degree of malaise in man. Restraint of cats is difficult and 
the fact that they are not easily subjected to narcosis or 
hypnosis makes an already tricky aspect of cat practice 
approach an art. 


The position r ing infectious cat diseases, whether 
viral or bacterial, is far from clear. Much work is needed 
in this field and in view of the increasing enlightenment 
of cat owners on such matters research is surely warranted. 
An encouraging angle in the therapeutic field is that, on 
clinical grounds at least, it seems that the virus of feline 
enteritis is to some extent susceptible to chloromycetin; if 
this proves to be so, cat owners will welcome it despite 
the present high cost of this drug. 

Many, maybe, will feel that we have laboured the cause 
of the cat too long. Perhaps so, but the cat is an animal, 
a domestic pet, a healthy pedigree fancy, an effective 
“rodent operative,’’ and as such surely merits whatever 
skill we may possess to maintain it in health, relieve its 
pain and where possible cure its diseases. The demand 
for such a service from practising veterinary surgeons is 
there; we are confident that it will be met. 


MYXOMATOSIS AND HUMAN ENCEPHALITIS 
AUSTRALIAN ScieNTISTS UNperco Test anp ALLay Pusiic Dousts 


In a message to his paper on October 17th, the Canberra Corre- 
spondent of The Times says that in spite of the assurances by 
scientific authorities that myxomatosis has no effect upon human 
beings, the impression has been widespread in Australia that the 
recent epidemic of encephalitis was spread by mosquitoes being used 
to distribute myxomatosis among rabbits. “To prove that this was 
impossible three Australian scientists submitted themselves to 
inoculation with myxomatosis ; their doses were 100 times larger 
than the amount a mosquito could inject into a human being after 
having bitten an infected rabbit. : 

“The names of the three scientists have now been revealed in the 
House of Representatives by Mr. Casey, the Minister in charge of 
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation. 
They are Sir Macfarlane Burnett, Head of the Walter and Eliza 
Hall Institute; Dr. I. Clunies Ross, Chairman of the C.S.LR.O., 
and Professor F. J. Fenner, Professor of Microbiology at Melbourne 
Universitv. The Melbourne Age says of them: ‘ They have shown an 
element of self-sacrifice, public spirit, and, above all, confidence 
which cannot but be reflected in public opinion on what had become 
a matter of doubt in the public mind. There should be no doubi 
now that myxomatosis affects only rabbits.’ ” 


* * * * * 


CONTROL OF PROPRIETARY MEDICINES 


“Not for the first time, it has been made apparent that the 
increasing trade in-proprietary medicines presents problems to the 
medical and pharmaceutical authorities of every country,” states 
The Pharmaceuticai Journal and continues: ‘“ Many countries, 
particularly some in Europe, have tackled the registration and 
control of both home-produced and imported medical specialties 
in a forthright manner. Manufacturers who have sought to increase 
their trade with those countries as part of their general export 
drive have been confronted with a yeries of regulations and con- 
ditions such as are unknown to us in Great Britain. The resolution 
accepted by the International Pharmaceutical Federation at its 
meeting in Rome last month was evidently designed to obtain some 
degree of uniformity and reciprocity between those countries where 
controls are already in force. It would also serve as a pattern for 
future legislation in countries which have not yet put their pro- 
prietary medicine house in order. The general principles enunciated 
in the resolution include some—the full disclosure of formulae, and 
the prohibition of public advertising of ‘cures’ for certain diseases- 
that are already enforced here. But the compulsory approval and 
registration of all products before they are put on the market, 
and the regular examination of specimens concurrently on the 
market are steps which so far have received but a limited measure 
of support in thig country, and we seem to be as far away as ever 
from establishing the machinery by which such control and 
examination could be accomplished.” 


* * * * * 
Thieves broke into the aviary of Mr. L. H. Brett, of Cricklade 
Road, Swindon, and stole 120 of his prize canaries, valued at morc 
than £300. Mr. Brett, who has bred canaries for 31 years, said that 
the result of a life’s work had gone. 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


STREPTOMYCIN THERAPY IN AN EARLY CASE 
SUMMER MASTITIS 


PETER TURNBULL, 
MIDSOMER NoRTON, BATH 


Subject.—A 9 cwt. Ayrshire cow, ‘‘ dry’’ and seven 
months pregnant with her second calf. Full of bloom and 


in good bodily condition. Attested. 
WEDNESDAY, NOON 
Symptoms.—Temp. 102° F.; neither heart-beat nor 


respiration noticeably increased in frequency. Eating; 
quite bright. Right hind quarter enlarged and somewhat 
indurated; teat swollen and rather painful. Secretion 
scanty, liquid, but already assuming a greenish yellow 
tinge, with the characteristic cattle-abscess odour just 
perceptible. 

Diagnosis.—C. pyogenes mastitis, confirmed by micro- 
scopical examination. No evidence of residual streptococcal 
or other infection was detected in this case. No bacterio- 
logical examination was made. 

Treatment.—Dihydrostreptomycin 5 grammes 
muscularly, in 30 c.c. sterile, pyrogen-free water. 

Stripping of all four quarters was commenced, being 
carried out about ten times a day, from 6.30 a.m. until 
10 p.m., throughout the period under review, and supple- 
mented by frequent hot fomentation. 


intra- 


THURSDAY, NOON 


Symptoms.—Temp. 101° F.; heart-beat and respiration 
unchanged ; eating ; quite bright. No increase in size or 
induration of quarter ; teat still swollen and rather painful. 
Secretion scanty, but curiously dry and crumbly, whitish- 
yellow, with a few small blood-specks. It could be piled 
up high on the surface of the strip-cup. 

Uterine plug beginning to come away, with a small 
degree of “‘ slackening off,’’ indicating a possible risk of 
abortion. 

Treatment.—Dihydrostreptomycin 3°9 grammes _intra- 
muscularly in 20 c.c. SPF. water. Dihydrostreptomycin 
0 I grammes intramuscularly in 5 c.c. S.P.F. water. 


FRIDAY, NOON 

Symptoms.—Temp. 102° F.; heart-beat and respiration 
scarcely more frequent. Appetite not noticeably depressed. 
Quarter exhibited slight softening, especially along the 
upper margin of the indurated area. Teat perhaps less 
swollen. Secretion not quite so dry, still scanty but slightly 
increased in amount. No further evidence of continued 
‘« slackening off ’’ to abort. Right hock beginning to fill up. 


Treatment.—Dihydrostreptomycin 4:8 grammes intra-_ 


muscularly in 30 c.c. S.P.F. water. Dihydrostreptomycin 
0-2 grammes intramuscularly in 7} c.c. S.P.F. water. 


SATURDAY, NOON 

Symptoms.—Temp. 103°5° F.; heart-beat and respira- 
tion rather more frequent. Perceptible dullness and depres- 
sion, but still eating moderately. Faeces firmer than 
normal. No further improvement in appearance or on 


handling of quarter, which was rather more painful. Slight 
improvement in teat maintained. Secretion becoming more 
typical of ordinary untreated case of summer mastitis; of 
more creamy consistency, stinking and purulent. No 


further evidence of impending abortion. Right hock more. 
enlarged, rather stiff; left hock also slightly filled. 

Treatment.—Streptomycin discontinued in the face of 
an obviously destroyed quarter. Sodium salicylate 3ss. 
».i.d. substituted, in warm water and molasses. Stripping 
and fomentations continued. 


SUBSEQUENT HISTORY 


The disease thereafter pursued its normal course, with 
due loss of quarter and condition. Abortion did not occur. 


DISCUSSION 


It will probably be generally agreed that commencing 
cases of Corynebacterium pyogenes mastitis may be averted 
by exceptionally frequent stripping and the sustained 
application of warm compresses, provided that the disease 
has not developed beyond a certain extremely early stage. 


The case recorded, though beyond the above stage of 
development, could not have passed it by many hours, and 
clearly had not at the commencement of treatment pro- 
gressed to the typical, fully established ‘‘ abscess ’’ so 
commonly present when the practitioner is first called in. 


In contrast to systemic penicillin therapy, where his best 
results have appeared to follow the maintenance of con- 
tinuous therapeutic levels, the writer has so far obtained 
a better clinical response in diseases yielding to strepto- 
mycin by attempting to produce higher, intermittent levels, 
using fairly large, bumping doses repeated say every 18 
to 24 hours. 

It is possible, but in his experience improbable, that the 
above case might have yielded to 12-hourly dosage, even 
at a lower level 


AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 


Sir Alan Drury, Director of the Lister Institute, London, since 
1943, has been reappointed to the Agricultural Research Council 
for a further term, The appointment was made by the Committee 
of the hg Council for Agricultural Research and Nature Con- 
servation, who have also named Professor S. J. Watson as successor 
on the Council to Professor T. J. Mackie, who has retired. 

Professor Watson is Professor of Agriculture and Rural Economy, 
Edinburgh University, and has been Principal of Edinburgh and 
East of Scotland College of Agriculture since 1944, Professor Mackie 
pon been Professor of Bacteriology, Edinburgh University, since 
1943, 


* * * * * 


Mr. H. D. Barley, of Gay Hill Poultry Farm, Kings Norton, 
Birmingham, has been awarded for the second time the British 
Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd., challenge trophy for consistency in 
Pedigree poultry breeding. 


% * % 


In America (reports Poultry) the improper injection of chemical 
caponising pellets is receiving the attention of the veterinary 
authorities following the finding of residual pellets in the edible 
portion of the neck among several consignments of stock on its 
way to distributing centres. In 340 crates containing 27,000 Ib. 
of — 16 per cent. of the carcases were found to be improperly 
treated, the residue of the pellets being found from | inch to 4 inches 
be'ow the head, the pellets having heen implanted there instead of at 
the base of the skull. 


* * * * * 


During September over 17 tons of meat were condemned at 
Wrexham abattoir. The Chief Sanitary Inspector reports that of 
some 31 cows sent in from a nearby market in one day 30 had to 
be condemned,--Meat Trades Journal. 
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ABSTRACTS 


Food and Diseases of the Liver’ 


Determinations of the oxygen consumption of the liver 
by means of catheterisation of the hepatic veins via the 
right side of the heart have shown that approximately 
75 per cent. of the metabolic activity of the body at rest 
is contributed by the liver. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that, of all the organs, the liver is probably the most 
sensitive to deprivation of essential nutriments. Total 
deprivation of food causes a considerable reduction in size 
with loss of almost all its glycogen and a considerable part 
of its protein. This loss takes places rapidly and is readily 
reversible. 

The fat content of the liver is particularly susceptible to a 
variety of nutritional factors. Lipotropic activity is shown 
by substances like choline, lecithin and protein which in 
varying degrees inhibit the deposition of liver fat or facili- 
tate its removal, and alipotropic activity by substances like 
biotin, riboflavine and pantothenic acid which in certain 
circumstances increase the fat content. The nature of the 
dietary fat itself is also of significance in determining fat 
deposition, for the more saturated it is, the more readily 
is infiltration induced. When severe, fatty infiltration 


of the liver undoubtedly interferes with its other metabolic 


activities, as after a varying length of time the cells in 
the centre of the liver lobules undergo a gradual atrophy, 
leading to absorption. This is followed by a diffuse fibrosis. 

The relationship between alcoholism and hepatic cirrhosis 
apparently is also dependent upon the effect of prolonged 
fatty infiltration. Alcoholism is frequently accompanied 
by a fall in dietary protein and a rise in dietary carbo- 
hydrate, and this is the type of diet which, in experimental 
animals, leads to fatty infiltration and ultimately to 
cirrhosis. 

A more striking, but less frequent, hepatic state attribu- 
table to nutritional deficiency is that of massive necrosis, 
with its sequel, in the non-fatal cases, of post-necrotic 
scarring with nodular hyperplasia of the surviving liver 
cells. The fatty infiltration is caused by a deficiency of 
lipotropic factors, and the massive necrosis is due to a 
deficiency of thioamino-acids. The depletion of an animal’s 
stores of vitamin E greatly enhances its susceptibility to 
subsequent diets poor in thioamino-acids. 

Another type of liver disease in which nutritional factors 
are of considerable importance is that due to exposure to 
exogenous poisons such as chloroform, carbon tetrachloride, 
phosphorus and T.N.T. The diet is important in modifying 
susceptibility, and in the majority of cases a high-protein 
low-fat diet gives the maximum resistance. 


J.O.L.K. 


* Food and Diseases of the Liver. L. E. (1950) 


J Set. Food & Agric. 1, 287-291. 


* * * * * 
Calculi and Other Stones Found in Mammals* 
The authors carried out systematic examinations of the 
chemical and crystallographic structure of calculi from 
a variety of mammals. They briefly reviewed some of the 
literature on the causation and concluded that calculus 
fermation is not a simple precipitation of inorganic salts. 
A. R. J. 


* Calculi and Other Stones Found in Mammals. Miron, C., & 
MacLeop, J. (1951.) J. Mammal. 32, 137-153. 


REPORT 


[ New Zealand Department of Agriculture : Annual Report 
- the Animal Research Division, 1949-50 (Dr. J. F. 
ilmer). 


The 1949-50 Annual Report of the Animal Research 
Division of the New Zealand Department of Agriculture 
issued under the name of the Director, Dr. J. F. Filmer, 
shows clearly the value of central control of veterinary 
research. In this report of 52 pages the work of the two 
main. stations of Wallaceville and Ruakura is summarised. 

In the account of diagnostic work carried out at Wallace- 
ville, mention is made of several new condiiions said to 
have been observed for the first time—congenital skin fragi- 
lity of Southdowns, Glasser’s disease in pigs and infectious 
avian encephalomyelitis. Rubarth’s disease also has been 
confirmed. 

Research work has been carried out in sheep on “ flush- 
ing ’’ ; oestrogen in clovers and grasses in which red clover 
has been found to be a source, and excretion of oestrogens 
from pregnant sheep; sheep grazing trials to produce bone 
alterations on various grasses, facial eczema and photosen- 
sitivity and the disease conditions of salmonellosis, 
pneumonia, foot rot and post-dipping lameness. 

In cattle the results of A.I. and the effect of nutrition 
on bull fertility have been given considerable space as has 
work on 250 pairs of identical twins. Study of the effect of 
nutritional levels on fertility and milk production shows an 
appreciation of the need for better feeding of young dairy 
stock for more production. Considerable work on the milk- 
ing machine is reported and a machine described for experi- 
mental work on sows. Disease work includes treatment of 
mastitis, vaccination trials against Johne’s disease and 
feeding trials influencing grass tetany, and included is 
statement that the agglutination test for Trichomomiasis is 
disclosing a disturbing amount of that disease present in 
herds and causing temporary infertility. 

The main work on pigs has been on nutritional levels to 
improve milk production and on the inheritance of defects. 
Further sections deal with parasitology, toxicology and 
apiculture. A.I. of bees is a feature of this latter section. 

There are a few copies of the Report to be had from 
Dr. C. S. M. Hopkirk, New Zealand Government Offices. 
415, Strand, W.C.2, for research organisations who have 
not received a copy and may have been overlooked. 


Cc. S. M. 


Mr. H. Woolley, the Traffic Manager of the Birmingham Co- 
operative Society, told a meeting of the Stafford District Council 
of the Co-operative Union at Walsall that the Birmingham Society 
is able to work at over 90 per cent. efficiency with its horse-drawn 
vehicles. The major problem of using horses was obtaining ostlers, 
who had to start work at 5.30 a.m., work a split shift and Sundays, 
but the “horse is unbeatable for house-to-house deliveries,” he said. 
Pre-war costs at the Birmingham branch per horse per week were 
£2 7s. 9d. ; these had now increased to £4 16s. 11d. 

The National Pony Society has produced new explanatory 
pamphlets in respect of each of the Mountain and Moorland Breeds 
giving details of standards of conformation, etc., and these may be 
obtained free on application to the National Pony Society, 17, 
Devonshire Street, London, W.1. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND 
MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT MANCHESTER 


The annual general meeting of the National Veter- 
inary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society was held 
at the Midland Hotel, Manchester, on Tuesday, July 31st, 
1951. 

Nir. H. Sumner acted as chairman in the absence of the 
President, Mr, John Holroyd. 

The minutes of the last annual general meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Mr. SUMNER briefly reviewed the work of the year ended 
December 31st, 1950, and pointed with pride to the further 
increase in the capital of the Defence Fund from £7,054 to 
{9,578. He, personally, would like to see a minimum 
target of {20,000 capital reserve in this Fund, in view of 
price trends and high values. The Benevolent Fund con- 
tinued to grow in strength and it was an excellent arrange- 
ment for the income from the Defence Fund investments to 
be transferred to the Benevolent Fund. 


Hon. TREASURER’S REPORT 


Major F. Hopkin, Hon. Treasurer, presented his 
accounts for the year, covering the Defence Fund and 
Benevolent Fund, and these were approved and adopted. 
The Defence Fund accounts gave a total income of £3,232 
13s. 8d., with expenditure at {710 &s. 11d. The surplus 
of £2,522 4s. gd. increased the capital of the Defence 
Fund, to £9,578 8s. The accounts of the Benevolent Fund 
showed that donations amounting to £365 7s. 2d. had been 
received during the year, including a further legacy of 
{112 16s. 2d. from the Trustees of G. Elmes deceased. 
Grants totalled {716 14s. and other expenditure amounted 


to {23 7s. 4d. 


Hon. SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The Hon. Secretary’s report was submitted by Major 
Hopkin, It recorded that 36 claims were received during 
the year, an increase of 12 over the 1950 figures. Five 
cases resulted in admitted claims, which the Society had 
settled and had also paid the legal costs thereon. Among 
the remaining cases, one had been successfully defended 
in the Courts, 15 had been disposed of without claims 
resulting, eight related to matters outside the scope of the 
Defence Fund, five had been successfully handled by the 
Society’s solicitors and three cases were still incomplete 
at December 31st, 1950. Among other matters dealt 
with during the year were—a decision not to extend 
membership to Channel Island practitioners because 
of differences in legal codes; decision not to amend the 
Rule which limits membership of the Society to members 
of the Royal College; discontinuance of Students’ Insur- 
ance Scheme to Eire members on grounds of cost. As 
tegards the Benevolent Fund, the further sum of {112 
16s. 2d. from the estate of the late Mr. George Elmes had 
the effect of increasing his legacy to {145 over the 1949 
figures and the Fund was being used to assist some very 
necessitous cases. Difficulty had been experienced with 
the Inland Revenue authorities on the purpose of the 
Benevolent Fund, but the Society’s officers had finally 
proved that the Fund was used for charitable purposes only, 
as distinct from the broader purposes which benevolence 
implies. The Rules of the Society had been appropriately 
re-drafted. 


APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 


The following officers were appointed : — 

President ; Mr. John Holroyd. 

Vice-Presidents : Mr. H. Sumner and Mr, A. H. Watson. 

Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer: Major F. Hopkin., 

Assistant Secretary : Mr. W. E. Johnson. 

Council: Mrs. E. H. Shaw, Messrs. J. Adamson, Junr., 
F, Beckett, C. W. Cartwright, H. W. Dawes, O. V. Gun- 
ning, H. H. Holroyd, D. E. Leask, R. C. Locke, W. R. 
McKinna, J. W. Procter, R. F. Ross, C. F. Shawcross, 
H. W. Steele-Bodger, W. K. Townson, W. J. Wright, 
H. M. Wilson and T. Wilson. 


MEETING OF COUNCIL 


A Council meeting was held in Manchester on July 31st, 
Mr. H. Sumner presiding. Among matters dealt with were 
the following : — 

DEFENCE FuND CLAiMs. Thirteen cases brought forward 
from the previous meeting and three new cases were 
considered, 

Case No. 10/51. Claim of £300 for loss of hunter. The 
preparation for the defence of this case in the Courts was 
considered and agreed. 

Case No. 13/51. Claim of {£40 15s. for loss of Borzoi 
dog by undiagnosed cancer. Member had advised against 
its purchase and had drawn attention to small lump on its 
side. Papers referred to Society’s solicitors for defence as 
necessary. 

Case No. 14/51. Cow treated for paralysis. Unqualified 
man claimed to have diagnosed dislocated shoulder and to 
have cured it. Claim for failure to diagnose, including loss 
of lactation, extra feeds, trouble, etc. Member's subscrip- 
tion not paid at time of treatment nor at date of claim. 
Advised not eligible for benefits provided by Rules. Fully 
advised, however, on steps to defend claim. 

Case No. 15/51. Veterinary Nurse bitten in face by 
dog while muzzling. Advised not a Defence Fund matter 
incident covered by National Insurance Scheme and 
Employers’ Liability Insurance. 

BENEVOLENT GRANTS. Existing grants were reviewed 
and confirmed. Increase to £8 per month was approved 
in one case. 

VETERINARY PRACTITIONERS. Following the receipt of 
further correspondence the question of the admission of 
Veterinary Practitioners to membership was reconsidered. 
After a full discussion it was agreed that there were no 
new facts which merited any alteration of Council’s previ- 
ous decision and that no alteration of Rules be recom- 
mended at this juncture. 

Tuirp Party InsuRANCE. A memorandum on_ this 
important matter had been prepared by the President and 
had been circulated to all members. 

Finance. Income Tax repayment of £239 15s. tod. had 
been received in respect of Benevolent Fund investments. 
Further investments totalling {2,500 had been made on 
behalf of the Defence Fund. Bank balances at July 31st, 
1951, were: Defence Fund {2,066 os. gd.; Benevolent Fund 
£260 10s. 5d. 


Werkiy Wispom 


He that riseth late must ivot all day, and shall scarce overtake 
his business at night.—BenxjaMin FRANKLIN. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Diary of Events 
Nov. 6th.—Meeting of the East Midlands Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Sutton Bonington, 2.15 p.m. 
Nov. 7th.—Midland Counties Division, N.V.M.A., Dinner-Dance- 
Cabaret at Birmingham (Midland Hotel), 7.30 p.m. 
Nov. 3th.-Autumn Meeting of the Dumfries and Gallowa 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Carlisle (County Hotel), 1 


noon. 

Nov. — of the North of Ireland Division, N.V.M.A., 
at 73, University Street, Belfast, 7.15 p.m. 

Nov. 10th.—Meeting of the Biochemical Society, in the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel 
Street, W.C.1, 11.15 a.m. 

Nov. l4th.—Meeting of the Editorial Executive Sub-committee, 
N.V.M.A., 2.30 p.m. 

Nov. 15th, 22nd and 29th.—Meetings of the South-Eastern Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Maidstone (Royal Star Hotel), 6.30 p.m. 
(See Notice.) 

Nov. |5th.—Meeting of the Society of Practising Veterinary Sur- 

ns, University of Bristol Veterinary School, Park 

ow, Bristol, 2.30 p.m. 

Nov. 15th.—Meeting of the Herts and Beds Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Luton (The George Hotel), 2.30 p.m. 


Nov. l6th.—Annual General Meeting of the North Wales Division, 


N.V.M.A., at Ruthin (Council Chambers), 2.30 p.m. 
Nov. 16th.—Mceting of the Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at Leeds 
(Hotel Metropole), 2.30 p.m. 
Nov. 30th.—North Wales Division, N.V.M.A., Dinner-Dance at 
Llandudno (St. George’s Hotel), 7.30 p.m. 
N.V.M.A. Committees aNnp Counc. 

The following dates have been arranged for the next meetings of 
Committees and Council, to be held in London, the Committees at 
36, Gordon Square : — 

Wednesday, November 7th 

2.0 p.m. Veterinary State Medicine Committee. 

4.0 p.m. Parliamentary and Public Relations Committee. 
Thursday, November 8th 

10.0 a.m. Organising Committee. 

12.0 noon. Home Appointments Committee. 

2.15 p.m. General Purposes and Finance Committee. 

Friday, November 9th 
11.0 a.m. Council Meeting. 
Wednesday, November 28th 

10.30 a.m. Whole-day meeting of the Technical Development 

Committee. 


R.C.V.S. EXAMINATIONS 


Friday, November 2nd.—Pharmacology, etc., 
(Revised Syllabus) Written Examination. 

Tuesday, November 6th.—Pharmacology, etc. (Revised Syllabus) 
Orals and Practicals commence. 

Thursday, November 8th—Animal Management Examination 
tour commences at London. 

Thursday. November 29th—-M.R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

Friday, November 30th.—Ditto. 


PERSONAL 


Thomas Baxter Prize for Sir Thomas Dalling 


At a meeting of the Selection Committee of the Thomas Baxter 
prize award, held in London recently, it was unanimously decided 
to award two prizes, the recipients to be Sir Thomas Dalling, Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, and Mr. James 
Mackintosh, who for 25 years was Head of the Dairy Husbandry 
Department of the National Institute for Research in Dairying. 

These awards are made for outstanding services to milk production 
and it will be a matter of much gratification to the profession that 
the pre-eminent part played in this field by the activities of Sir 
Thomas Dalling in the sphere of animal disease control has been 
recognised in so signal a manner by the farming community. 

Sir Thomas and Mr. Mackintosh will cach receive a gold medal 
and £100 and will each hold for six months the Thomas Baxter 


Trophy. 

The Baxter award was instituted in 1949 to commemorate the 
services of Sir Thomas Baxter to milk producers and seeks to stimu- 
late both scientific and practical contributions to milk production. 
It is administered by a Committee on which the following serve: 
Sir James Scott Watson, Sir Richard Haddon, Dr. Joseph Edwards, 
Mr. G. N. Gould, Mr. E. G. E. Griffith and Mr. Alan Ramsay. The 
first, 1950, award went to Dr. John Hammond. 


Examination 


Mr. ALBERT Messervy Honovurep 


At the recently held International Jersey Conference, convened 
to carry forward the project for the establishment of a World 
Jersey Cattle Bureau, an important step was taken in the election 
of an Executive Committee, which has as its first President Mr. 
Albert M » M.R.C.V.S., of St. Helier. The objects of the 
Bureau, as stated in the constitution, include the establishment of 
a Bureau of Records, world publicity, liaison regarding methods of 
fat testing, milk recording, etc., and dissemination of information 
on breeding. The encouragement of special research and award 
of scholarships were also mentioned at the Conference. 


Births.—Anpersox.—On October 25th, 1951, at Brentwood, Essex, 
to Jean (née Paisley) and John A. Anderson, M.R.c.v.s., a sister for 
David—Margaret. 

Howieson.—On October 22nd, 1951, to May (née Stark), wife 
of James Howieson, M.x.c.v.s., Richmond, Yorks, a son. 


e 


Marriage —Avams—-Price.—On October 16th, 1951, at 
Michael’s Church, Lower Chapel, Brecon, Arthur Douglas Adams 
B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S., to Olive, daughter of Mrs. and the late Mr. C. 
Price, of Leeds. 


Will.—Mr. Robert Charles Baxter, M.R.c.v.s., of the Hollies, Bridge 
Street, Downham Market, who died on May 27th, left £10,559 gross, 
£9,123 net value. (Duty paid £325.) 


Mr. R. Glave-Saunders.—West-countrymen recall with pride the 
achievements of Mr. R. Glave-Saunders, C.B.F., M.R.C.V.S., a9 
time Mayor of Exeter; he is widely known, also, as the energetic 
Hon. Secretary of Exeter, East and West Devon Branch of the 
R.S.P.C.A., which office, we note with regret from his 1950 report, 
he es relinquishing after 20 years’ service. Rabbit t 
ping of the old, cruel type always has been anathema to Mr. 
Saunders, who devotes much of his report to this problem. He 
welcomes the Sawyer trap as a tremendous improvement on the 
gin; in the meantime, “farmers must make up their minds whether 
rabbits are farm produce to be maintained or a pest to be exter 


minated—it is by no means a unique experience for a small farmer 


or smallholder to be driven out of business by the depredations of 
rabbits.” 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Lee, John, Woodbridges, Mayfield, Sussex. Graduated London, 
July 11th, 1899. Died October 12th, 1951; aged 85 years. A sad 
feature of Mr. Lee’s passing is the fact that it was caused by the 
shock of the death of his wife, Mrs. Lee pre-deceasing him from 
heart attack a few hours before. 


Macsetn, John Donald, Divisional Veterinary Officer, Ministry 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Brecon. Graduated July 16th, 1924 
Died October 24th, 1951; aged 53 years. 

We learn of Mr. J. D. Macheth’s death, at so early an age, with 
deep regret, and hope to publish a tribute in an early issue. 


Tue Funerar 


The funeral took place at 3 p.m. on Friday, October 26th, a! 
Brecon Cathedral. The following members of the profession 
resent: Mesa@s. A. D. Adams. D. K. Bryson (re nting the 

sident and members of the South Wales Division N.V.M.A} 

H. S. Caldwell, W. R. Cockrill (representing the Association 
State Veterinary Officers), E. R. Corrigall, D. B. Davies, Colonel J.B 
Griffiths, Messrs. L. Hughes, P. A. Mathew, J. A. Milton, G. D. 
Munro, A. J. Wilsdon, D. H. Williams and Captain W. A. William 
The interment took place at Brecon Cemetery. 


Major Conyers Herbert Hylton Jolliffe, F.R.C.V.S. 
A Triute 

It has been well said that if it had been for nothing else the 
had done since their creation in the year 1796 (that is, within fi 
years of the founding of veterinary education in this country), 
British veterinary profession owes the Army Veterinary Services # 
immeasurable debt of gratitude for their contribution during t 
long and often arduous rise to paramountcy, which occurred at la 
in the war of 1914-18, to the raising of the profession generally 
social esteem, Those who qualified from the Royal Veterinan 


College at Camden Town exactly 40 years ago will recall vivi 
the frequent visits to the College from the neighbouring Life Gu 
Barracks at Albany Street, Regent’s Park, of the trim, slight 
built figure of a young-middle-aged man dressed in immacu 
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civilian clothes who conformed entirely to their ideal, in poise 
and deportment, of the type of Army veterinary officer they would 
themselves wish to emu.ate should they choose the Army as a 
career. They little anticipated, in what seemed to be the settled 
civilised circumstances of that date, that soon most of them would 
be destined to cast their careers, at any rate during a critical early 
part, in active service within the Army, there to discover, should 
they have chanced to join promptly atter the opening of hostilities, 
that the College visitor beionged to none other than the élite ot 
young British manhood in the old Army officering the Guards 
regiments. 

As was said in the very brief note we published in our issue of 
August IIth last, C. H. Hyon Jolliffe way the second son of the 
Hon. W. S. Hylton Jolliffe, p..., j4., who sat as Member of Parlia- 
ment for Petersfield from 1874 to 1880 and who was a younger 
brother of the second Lord Hylton. He was born on April 16th, 
1876. So far as is known he was the only one to enter the veter- 
inary profession who had been educated at Eton. Before qualifying 
from the London College on December 13th, 1898, he had served 
as a pupil with the late Sir Henry Simpson at Windsor, himself a 
distinguished figure in the recent history of the profession, serving 
as President, R.C.V.S., from 1887-88 and becoming Mayor of 
Windsor at the time of King Edward VII's coronation in 1901, on 
which occasion he received the honour of knighthood. The local 
standing of the Simpson family practising in proximity to Eton 
doubtless served to attract young men of Jolliffe’s type to the pro- 
fession. Soon after graduation he became enrolled as Civilian 
Veterinary Surgeon in the South African War of 1899-1902. Of 
the 200 veterinary graduates who served in this capacity in that 
war, Jolliffe was among the 45 who were afterwards selected for the 
grant of regular commissions, as lieutenants, with the large expan- 
sion of the Corps that took place as the result of that war. His 
own preceding service in civilian capacity covered one and a halt 
years, and he was present at operations in Natal, March to June, 
1900, including action at Laing’s Nek, June 6th to 9th; operations 
in the Transvaal, East of Pretoria, July to November 29th, 1900, in- 
cluding actions at Reit Mei, August 26th and 27th, Lydenberg, 
September 5th to 8th, and Rhenoster Kop; operations in the Trans- 
vaal, September to December, 1901, and Orange River Colony, 
December, 1901, to May 3lst, 1902. For those services he was 


awarded the Queen’s Medal with four clasps and the King’s Medal 
with two clasps. 

Like many others who served in the South African War, Jolliffe 
had the misfortune to contract enteric fever, which was complicated 
with malaria, and left him afterwards in a delicate state of health. 
Yet, nevertheless, to all who knew him he had the courage of a 
lion beneath a surface that was unfailingly genial and most 
courteous, and he never complained. He was promoted Captain in 
1906 and served in the Army Veterinary Corps at Aldershot. In 
1907 he was appointed Veterinary Captain, Ist Battalion Life Guards, 
Household Cavalry, serving in this capacity until 1912, when he 
transferred back to the Corps and served in the Egyptian Army, 
then, too, representing a corps d’élite. He retired from the Army 
in 1913 and was appointed to the Regular Army Reserve of Officers, 
Army Veterinary Corps, and he proceeded to Canada. 

At the outbreak of the First World War, in August, 1914, he 
was re-employed with the Remount Commission in Canada, was 
promoted Major in July, 1915, and went to France in March, 1916, 
as A.D.V.S., 2nd Division. He was demobilised in 1919, but served 
again during the emergency in 1921. He ceased to belong to the 
Regular Army Reserve of Officers, having attained the age limit of 
liability to recall in 1931. 

He was during the remainder of his life a well-known and much- 
respected member of the Naval and Military Club, being a perma- 
nent boarder, and one of its oldest and most popular members. It 
is believed that he spent a great deal of his time in social welfare 
work, but it is typical of his modesty that he was at pains always 
to conceal the nature and extent of that work even from his closest 
friends. To the last he retained a lively interest in all affairs 
~~? to the Army Veterinary Corps and the veterinary pro- 
ession. 


J. T.E. 


J. Coningsby Smith, M.R.C.V.S. 
AN ApPRECIATION 
The passing away of J. Coningsby Smith on September 10th 
came as a great shock to his many friends, and in his passing the 
profession has lost another of those grand old practitioners. 5 
“Con,” as he was known to everyone in his district, had an inter- 
esting and varied life. He graduated at the New Veterinary College, 


Edinburgh, in December, 1903, and in 1910 went to Canada, where 
he built up an extensive practice in and around Calgary. When war 
broke out he joined the 14th Royal Mounted Battalion and served 


right through to the end of hostilities. He returned to England 
and took over the long-established family practice in Stokesley, 
Yorks. He remained in practice until 1943, when ill-health forced 
him to retire. 

No member of the profession worked harder than he. The 
interests of his clients and friends were always foremost in his 
mind. He was ever straight to the point and his word was always 
respected. I shall always remember the day when a farmer whose 
cow was seriously ill ventured to ask “Con” if he really thought 
the animal had pneumonia, The reply was “1 don’t think, Mr. —, 
I know!” 

My first experience of agricultural practice as a student was at 
Stokesley with “Con,” and I remember being called out at 5 a.m. 
on my first day there to go with him to see a cow with a prolapsed 
uterus, the first I had ever seen. I was not impressed by the sight 
at such an early hour, but my mentor was determined to show me 
how to deal with it, although he had pointed out to the owner 
and myself that it was a hopeless case. That was J.C. all over; 
nothing was too much trouble to him and he always put himself 
out to help a student. Those of us who had the privilege of seeing 
practice with him gained a wealth of practical experience and it 
was a pleasure to see how he carried on his practice, and his pride 
in the profession. 

Away from his work he was a cheerful man and a great sportsman. 
No one enjoyed a day at the Grand National or a local point-to- 
point more than “Con.” He will long be missed at Stokesley by 
clients and friends. 

To his widow and family deepest sympathy is extended in their 
irreparable loss. G.K.B 


The Nobel Prize Award to Dr. Max Theiler 

The news that the Nobel Prize for medicine for this year has 
been awarded to Dr. Max Theiler will be received with immense 
gratification by the whole veterinary profession, cognisant as it is 
of the outstanding merit of his father, the late Sir Arnold Theiler, 
K.C.M.G., Who may well be said to have placed the livestock industry 
of South Africa on its feet through his lifelong devotion to research 
into animal diseases in what had previously been a_ pest-ridden 
country. 

Dr. Max Theiler was Sir Arnold’s second son, having qualified 
in medicine at St. Thomas's Hospital in 1922; the elder brother, 
Hans Theiler, qualified at about the same time in this country as a 
veterinary surgeon. Both sons proceeded at once to the Rockefeller 
Institute in New York to undertake medical research under the 
great Theobald Smith. It was there soon that, having been inter- 
ested in the study of the virus of yellow fever, shortly after that 
disease had been proved to be of virus origin, Max succeeded in 
implanting the infection in mice and localising it within the central 
nervous system, thus producing a neurotropic variant of the human 
pantropic virus. Quite apart from its interest, suggesting as it 
did a possible means of further research into protective immunisation 
against yellow fever, the discovery was in itself of great general 
importance in as much as it was thereby proved possible 
to. produce strains of virus of much reduced pathogenicity 
for the original hosts which could be used for vaccination. 
Gradually in ways which are now well known the whole yellow 
fever situation in several parts of the world which had _pre- 
viously been looked upon as death traps for the white man became 
changed. Much the same sort of progress was made about the 
same time in a parallel manner in the case of rinderpest immunisa- 
tion, beginning with the pioneer work done in this direction in 
India. 

Had he been alive, the redoubtable Sir Arnold Theiler would 
have derived immense satisfaction from the recognition now paid 
to his son, and all in the veterinary profession, we are sure, will 
rejoice that the son of so eminefit a father has been given the 
highest award in the world for continuing in his footsteps. 

* * * 


EXHIBITION OF IRISH WATERCOLOURS 
(Mr. PHILIP D. BAYLIS, M.R.c.v.s.) 


If the scope of the column “ Additional Academic Qualifications ~ 
in the register of the R.C.V.S. were broadened a little, much light 
would be thrown on the hobbies and extra-professional pursuits 
of the veterinary surgeon and the perennial surprise of encountering 
the name of a well-known colleague in unusual surroundings would 
be reduced. Surprise, however, if anything increased the pleasure 
of receiving an invitation to an exhibition of Irish watercolours 
by Philip D. Baylis, m.r.c.v.s., recently held in Guildford. Mr. 
Baylis’s natural modesty had concealed from many of his colleagues 
his achievements in this most difficult branch of art. It was only 
with great reluctance and at the insistence of the firm under whose 


+ 
Essex, 
ter for 
. Wife 
t & 
dams, 
fr. 
Bridge 
gross, 
le the 
War 
rgetic 
f the 
port, 
t 
Mt 
He 
n the 
vether 
exter 
armer 
ns of 
ndon, 
sad 
y the 
‘om 4 
rv 0 
1924. 
with 
i, at 
the 
L.A), 
n of 
j.B 
>. D. 
theif 
i 
nan 
vid 
ard 
i 


— 


698 No. 44. VoL. 63 


auspices 
submit his work to the view of a wider public. 


Mr. Baylis has captured the charm of the blue and green of 
the Donegal mountains, to which he escapes each year on holiday 
f His style 
is bold and forceful and there is none of the “ wishy-washiness ” 
There is evident a 
strong sense of form which is not lost in the detail of the country- 
particularly fine study is that of “The Curragh, Co. 


from the mundane tasks of the Animal Health Division. 
associated with many amateur watercolours. 


side. A 
Kildare,” in which Mr. Baylis has forsaken his love of the hills and 
produced a most striking picture. 

The visitor aware of both sides of Mr. Baylis’s dual personality 
may perhaps ask one question, prompted by the absence of purely 


veterinary interest—“* What has he done with the animals?” Mr. 


Baylis is to be congratulated on his success with his hobby and we 
look forward with pleasure to seeing further examples of his work. 
J. B. 


SOCIETY OF ANIMAL PAINTERS, SCULPTORS AND 
ENGRAVERS 


The veterinary profession, one is sure, will have received with 
much pleasure the news of the formation of the above Society. 
which held its inaugural exhibition at The Cooling Galleries, 92, 
Bond Street, London, W.1, from October 15th to 26th. As no less 
a veterinary scholar than Professor Emmanuel Leclainche has 
declared, our own advance 1s destined to be determined in the 
future very largely by the interest we show, and the degree of 
participation we undertake, in the innumerable learned and other 
societies on our own intellectual level and having some ground in 
common with ourselves. We aced only recall, as illustrations, first, the 
immense recent discoveries of students of pre-history upon the 
exquisite artistic senv: of early palaeolithic man in depicting 
animal forms in cave drawings and on pottery; secondly, the superb 
artistic merit of the anatomical drawings in Ruini’s Anatomy, 
which several scholars believe to have been made by no less 
renowned an artist than the great Leonardo da Vinci, in preparation 
for the design of the equestrian statue which he was commissioned 
to execute at Florence; thirdly, later, the anatomical drawings of 
the great British animal painter, Stubbs; and, fourthly, the beauti- 
ful equestrian statues of the British veterinarian, the late Captain 
Adrian Jones (of which the Quadriga at Hyde Park Corner 
is an example), which grace some of our London parks. Besides 
the above, there are several living veterinarians who possess keen 
artismic sense and will doubtless be delighted to learn of the creation 
of a Society in which they will be able to make personal contact 
with renowned contemporary artists who have specialised in various 
ways in depicting animal forms. 

The new Society hay, as its first President, Sir Alfred Munnings, 
K.C.V.0., R.A., With Dame Laura Knight, 8.a., Miss Lucy Kemp- 
Welch, x, Sir William Reid Dick, k.c.v.o., R.A, and Mr. Peter 
Scott, M.B.E., D.s.c., as Vice-Presidents. Fifty-five other artists sent 
work for the exhibition, including James Bateman, John Skeaping. 
Charles Simpson, Lionel Edwards, Raoul Millais, Agnes Miller 
Parker, Roland Green, Katherine Cameron, Vernon Ward and 
Winifred Austen. 

‘The aims of the Socicty are (a) to encourage the many artists 
who jnterpret any form of animal life in termg of graphic art, 
sculpture or pottery, and to hold exhibitions designed to interest 
the layman, student, naturalist and artist alike; (b) to promote a 
wider interest in animal life in general. 


The Society, as readers may be reminded, was formed in May , 


of this year by Mr. Peter Shaw Baker, and is part of Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw Baker’s plan to establish a St. Francis National Animal Centre. 
Thiy Centre will include a permanent art gallery as well as 
libraries, an information bureau and a publishing organisation “ to 
spread the creed of St. Francis of Assisi.” Negotiations are in 
progress, it is added, “to acquire the historic sixteenth century 
Old Rectory House at Wimbledon for use as the Centre, which, it 
is planned, will become the Mecca of animal lovers from all over 
the World.” 

However veterinarians may respond to such a_ request to 
turn their eyes towards still another Mecca, there can be no 
doubt whatsoever that from the more immediate scene represented 
by the genial human relations of a new society, comprising already 
some of our finest contemporary exponents in animal art, they 
can derive nothing but inspiration and advantage. 

At the first exhibition there were, by Sir Alfred Munningy, nine 
small studies of horses, sheep, cattle and dogs. Dame Laura 
Knight showed a large painting of plough horses and smaller works, 
Miss Lucy Kemp-Welch small studies, Sir W. Reid Dick a small 
bronze of greyhounds, and Mr. Peter Scott a representation of a 
number of Mandarin duck. Other artists exhibited paintings as 


various as ring-tailed lemurs, kittens, or gold-fish. 
is at 51, Tothill Street, 


LTE 


The registered office of the new Societ 
London, §.W.1. (Telephone: WHltehall 7928.) 
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SWINE FEVER OUTBREAKS 
The number of swine fever outbreaks in Great Britain this year 

eviewing the position, the Farmers’ Weekly, in its issue of 
October 26th, observes: “Early in the year ee thoes was mol 
noticeable in parts of the North and the North Midlands. Then 
it spread to Lincolnshire and the Isle of Ely, and in recent weeks 
the incidence of the disease has been heaviest in the Eastern 
Counties. 

“In Norfolk the number of outbreaks up to October 15th—the 
latest collated figures available are for this date—was 104, and in 
the comparatively small area of the Isle of Ely, the blackest. Spot 
there were 79. In the three divisions of Lincolnshire the total was 
81 and in Suffolk it was 51. Yorkshire has had more outbreaks 
than any other county—West Riding 123, East Riding 71, North 
Riding 22—but here the position has improved slightly in recent 
weeks. Other counties where swine fever has been particularly 
noticeab'e are: Lancashire 53, Staffordshire 41, Warwickshire 36 
Notts 35, Derby 32, Kent 30, Hunts 27. 

“Wales is almost clear of the disease, and in Scotland the county 
affected chiefly is Lanark, which has had 25 outbreaks.” 


* * * * 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE-INFECTED PREMISES 
List Suowinc tHe Oursreaks or Noririaste Diseases (Ornex 
THAN TUBERCULOSIS) CONFIRMED ON THE UNDERMENTIONED Dates 
Together With 
Address of premises on which disease occurred and, in capital 
letters, the name of the Local Authority concerned. 


Fow. Pesr 


October 19th, 1951.—Oakleigh, Hall Lane, Longton, Preston, Lancs 
(Lancasume) ; The Haven, Pine Avenue, and Woodville, Knoll Lane, 


Little Hoole, Preston, Lancs (LANcasuire). 


October 20th, 1951.- Sunnyside, Hall Carr Lane, and Manor House 
Farm, Longton, Preston, Lancs (LANCAsuIRE). 

October 21st, 1951.—Ivy Cottage, Newton-le-Willows, 
(LANCASHIRE). 

October 23rd, 195b.——Holly Bank, Pine Avenue, and Odd House 
Farm, Little Hoole, Preston, Lancs (LANCASHIRE). 

October 24th, 1951—-North Hall Poultry Farm, Northern Avenue, 
Much Hoole, Preston, Lancs (LaNcasuire); Beech Stone, Wood 
plumpton, Preston, Lanes (Lancasuire); Marsh House Farm, 
Station Road, and Balls Farm, Brook Lane, Little Hoole, Preston, 
Lancs (LANCASHIRE). 

October 25th, 1951.—Ribblesdale Farm and Walmer Hall, Dob 
Lane, Litthe Hoole, Preston, Lancs (LaNcasuire) ; Park Farm, Marsh 
Lane, and Sunnyside, Hall Lane, Longton, Preston, Lancs (Lancs 
sHike); Ravenscroft, Liverpool Road, Much Hoole, Preston, Lancs 
(Lancasume) ; Woodtold Farm, Grange Lane, Hutton, Preston, Lancs 
(Lancasuiee) ; Hillthorpe, Knoll Lane, Litthe Hoole, Preston, Lancs 
(LANCASHIRE). 


Lancs 


Consignment of Sheep from Northern Ireland, to Port Fatstock 
Agent, Glasgow, per M.V. Royal Ulsterman, ex-Belfast. Landed at 
Merklands, Giasgow, October 19th, 1951. 

Consignment of Sheep from Ministry of Food, Londonderry, to 
Port Fatstock Agent, Heysham, per s.s. Lairds Crest, ex-London- 
derry,. Landed.at Heysham October 20th, 1951. 

Consignment. of. Sheep from. Ministry of Food, Londonderry, 
landed at Merklands, Glasgow, October 21st, 1951. 

Swine Fever 

October 19th, 1951.—The Bungalow, Fordham Road, Isleham, Ely, 
Cambs (CamMsrincesuime); The Bungalow, Turf Fen Lane, Warboys, 
Huntingdon (Hunrincponsuire); Manor Farm, Sundon, Luton, 
Beds (Beprorpsume); Chapel Farm, Barnsole, Staple, Canterbury, 
Kent (Kent) ; College Farm, Swineshead Bridge, Swineshead, Boston, 
Lincs (Lincotn Parts or Hottanp); Mount Pleasant Farm, Wim- 
blington, March, Cambs (Iste or Evy). 

October 20th, 1951.—West Fen, Coveney, Ely, Cambs (Ise or 
Ery); Dalton, Huddersfield, Yorkshire (Huppersrieip); Milford 
House, Geddington, Kettering, Northants ; 
Home Farm, Moulscomb, Brighton, Sussex (Bricuton) ; Home Farm. 
Thorpe Malson, Kettering, Northants (NorTHAMPTONSHIRE) ; School 
Lane, Fenstanton, Huntingdon (HuntiNcponsnire) ; Richmond Hall, 
Gorefield, Wisbech, Cambs (Iste or Evy): The Grove, Bungay Roa, 
Loddon, Norwich, Norfolk (Norrork); Wynfield, Northwall Road, 
Deal, Kent (Kent); Down Hall Farm, Abington, Cambridge 
(CAMBRIDGESHIRE). 


( 
i Ra 
St. 
bo 
Bu 
| Fie 
Lu 
Lil 
Nz 
Fa 
Er 
| Le 
Pe 
Is] 
Le 
No 
2, 
4 Hi 
Ye 
be 
(N 
(S 
br 
Ki 
Ps 
Ki 
OF 
A 
Bi 
be 
Li 
D 
i 
li 
ul 
fi 
L 
t 
i 
| 


SI 


year 


le of 
most 
Then 
vecks 
Stern 


—the 
id in 
Spot, 
Was 
eaks 
orth 
cent 
larly 


Wnty 


November 3rd, 1951 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


No. 44. Vor. 63. 699 


October. 22nd, 1951.—Hills Farm, Marriotts Drove, Mereside, 
Ramsey, Huntingdon (Carcase at: Ministry of Food Slaughterhouse, 
St. lves, Hunts) (HUNTINGDONSHIRE) ; 6, West End, Whittlesey, Peter- 
borough, Northants (Iste or Ery); Piggeries, Winthorpe Road, 
Burgh le Marsh, Skegness, Lincs (LINCOLN Parts oF Linpsey) ; North 
Field Farm, Holton-le-Clay, Grimsby, Lincs (Lincotn Parts or 
Linpsey); Chapel Hill Farm, Willingham Road, Market Rasen, 
Lincs (Lincotn Parts or Linpsry); Welsyke Lane, Kirby-on-Bain, 
Woodhall Spa, Lincs (Lincotn Parts or Linpsey); Queenshead, 
Nassington, Peterborough, Northants (NorrHamMpronsuire); Hall 
Farm, Bramsfield, Halesworth, Suffolk (SurroLK East) ; Crown Farm, 
Eng‘efield Green, Egham, Surrey (Surrey); 60, Delph End, Pudsey, 
Leeds (YorKsume, West Ruptnc). 

October 23rd, 1951.—The Memories, Narcot Lane, Chalfont St. 
Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks (BUCKINGHAMSHIRE) ; West Street Farm, 
Isleham, Ely, Cambs (Camprincesmire); 458, Newark Road, North 
Hykeham, Lincoln (Lincotn Parts or KestTevEN); 14, Aswell Street, 
Louth, Lincs (Linco.n Parts or Linpsey) ; Bungalow Farm, Milking 
Nook, Newborough, Peterborough, Northants (NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE) ; 
2, Crickmerry, Market Drayton, Shropshire (SaLop); Dragon Farm, 
Horham, Diss, Norfolk (Surro_K, East); 1, Nunbrook, Mirfield, 
Yorkshire (YorKsume, West Ripinc); Swaithe House Farm, Wors- 
borough Dale, Barnsley (YorKsHire, West Riptnc). 

October 24th, 1951.—Nr. Pitmans Arms, Oulton, Norwich, Norfolk 
(NorFotk); The Plough Inn, Woolpit, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 
(SuFFOLK, West); Redlands, London Road, Great Shelford, Cam- 
bridge (CamBripcEsuire) ; Santon Farms, Preston, Canterbury, Kent 
Kent) ; Glen House, Glenside, Pinchbeck, Spalding, Lincs (Lryco.n 
Parts or Thimbleby House, Horncastle, Lines (Lincor~ 
Parts or LINDSEY). 

October 25th, 1951.—Trillinghurst Farm, Kilndown, Goudhurst, 
Kent (Kent); Hillcrest, Barrow-on-Humber, Lincs (Lincotn Parts 
or Linpsey); Pidgeon House Farm, Uckington, Cheltenham, Glos 
(GLOUCESTERSHIRE). 


ANTHRAX 

October 24th, 1951.—Windrush Farm, Bourton-on-the-Water, 
Cheltenham, Glos (Carcase at: Langford House, Langford Hall, 
Bristol) (GLouCcESTERSHIRE). 


October 25th, 1951.—Station Meadow, Station Road, Irthling- 
borough, Wellingborough, Northants (NortHaMpronsuire); Red 
Lion Inn, Wensley, Matlock, Derbyshire (Carcase at: Knacker Yard, 
Dewey Lane, Brackenficld, Nr. Alfreton, Derby) (Dersysnire). 


* * * * * 
R.C.V.S. CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR ANIMAL DISEASES 
Accessions for the Quarter Ending September 30th, 1951 


Benstey, B. A. Bensley’s practical anatomy of the rabbit. Eighth 
edition, fully revised and edited by E. Horne Craigie, Toronto, 
University of Toronto Press, 1948. 

Brooke, G. Horsemanship. London: Seeley, Service & Co., Ltd., 
1950?) (The Lonsdale Library, Vol. 1.) 

Camenon, T. W. The parasites of domestic animais. 
edition. London: A. & C. Black, 1951. 

Couuins, F. V. Meat inspection notes. . Adelaide: South Austra- 
lian School of Mines, 1949. 

Compen, N. Some recent advances in the general anaesthesia of 
the dog. London: British Veterinary Journal, 1950. (Reprinted 
from the British Veterinary Journal, Vol. 106, 1950.) 

Comrir, J. D. Black’s Medical Dicitionary. Sixteenth edition. 
London: Adam and Charles Black, 1941. 

Fisuer, T. G. Anima!s and the law. 
Sons Ltd., 1950. 

Giascow. University of Glasgow: The University of Glasgow 
through five centuries. The University, 1951. 

GruneperG, H. Animal genetics and medicine. London: Hamish 
Hamilton, 1947. 

Grutrner, F. 
schliesslich Konservierung. 2 Auflage. 
Hempel, 1936. 


Second 


London: Stevens & 


Taschenbuch der Fleischwarenherstellung cin- 
Braunschweig: Serger & 


Hepicer, H. Wild animals in captivity. London: Butterworth, | 


1950. 

Karp, R. O. The presentation of technical information. London: 
Constable & Co. Ltd., 1948 

Lanper, P. E. The feeding of farm animals in India. Calcutta: 
Macmillan, 1949. 

Larteux, E., and Jumaup, P. Le chat. Paris: Vigot Fréres, 1926. 

Lewin, and others. Religious freedom: The right to practise 
Shekitah (Kosher slaughtering). New York: Research Institute for 
Post-war Problems of Religious Jewry, 1946. 


L. A., and Campspett, D. M. Veterinary military 


history of the United States, 2 vols. Chicago Veterinary Magazine, 
Corp., 1935 


(To replace war-damaged copies.) 


Mupce, I. G. Guide to reference books. Fifth edition. Chicago: 
American Library Association, 1929. 

Mutter, G., and Grass, A. Diseases of the dog and their treat- 
ment. Fourth edition. London: Bailliére, Tindall & Cox, 1923. 


Rice, V., and ANprews, F. N. Breeding and improvement of farm 
animals. Fourth edition. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co. Inc., 
1951. 


Timis, R. S. Modern horse management. Fourth edition. Lon- 
don: Cassell & Co, Ltd., 1949. 


Waksman, S. A., Editor. Streptomycin, nature and practical 
applications. Baltimore: The Williams & Wilkins Co., 1949. 


% % *% 
RESEARCH DEFENCE SOCIETY LECTURE 

The 20th Stephen Paget Memorial Lecture, entitled “ Research 
and Administration—a Profitable Partnership?” will be delivered 
by Sir Wilson Jameson, G.B.£., K.c.B., on Thursday, November 22nd, 
1951, at 5.30 p.m., in the lecture theatre of the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, Gower Street, W.C.1. 
It is hoped that there will be a large attendance of members and 
their friends. 


The annual general meeting of the Society will be held after the 
above lecture. 


THOUSANDTH ISSUE OF “THE PRACTITIONER ” 

First published in 1868, The Practitioner has celebrated its 
1,000th issue (Vol. 167, October, 1951), providing, in addition 
to its usual features, 13 valuable articles on advances in various 
aspects of medicine and surgery. All these articles are written by 
distinguished specialists in the fields they cover. Commenting 
upon this commem=stive issue, Nature observes that it “ constitutes 
an epitome of the *mense advances that have been made in the 
past 100 years or so, and it worthily enshrines the very great benefits 
that medicine has conferred upon us during this period. In these 
benefits the animals, especially the domesticated animals, have 
shared, and one of the inspiring trends, not specificaily noticed in 
these pages, is the increasing co-operation between the medical and 
veterinary professions. . .. The Practitioner has proved, with this 
issue, that it is as vigorous and progressive as it has ever been, 
and it would not be easy to find, for any scientific journal, contri- 
butors more skilled in the art of explaining, pleasantly and effec- 
tively, the intricate matters that are the busy medical practitioner's 
everyday concern.” 


% x x 


LIVESTOCK IN ENGLAND AND WALES 


The results of the census of livestock taken on September 4th, 
1951, when compared with those of the previous year, show that 
the number of cattle (including calves) has declined to 7,791,000, 
a decrease in the year of 140,000 (nearly 2 per cent.). Cows and 
heifers in milk are down by 46,000 (2 per cent.) ; dry cows by 38,000 
(44 per cent.) ; heifers in calf by 16,000 (2) per cent.); and bulls 
and bull calves by 14,000 (10) per cent.). In “other cattle” there 
are increases of 114,000 in the one year and over classes. Of those 
under one year there is a decrease of 141,000, which is mainly in 
females. 

The total of all pigs now reaches 3,560,000, an increase of 
1,031,000 (41 per cent.) over last year, and the highest figure recorded 
since June, 1938. Sows and gilts for breeding number 470,000, or 
142,000 (43 per cent.) more than in September, 1950 ; and other 
classes of pigs number 3,090,000, an increase of 889,000 (40 per cent ). 

Total sheep have risen to 11,347,000, an increase of 104,000 (1 per 
cent.) on last year. Sheep one year old and over are 31 7,000 (5 per 
cent.) more, but there is a fall of 212,000 (44 per cent.) in sheep under 
one year old. 

Total poultry show a 2 per cent. rise, the most noticeable feature 
being an increase of over 1,500,000 in young fowls, 


* * * 


DOG DAMAGE ALLEGATIONS 
In the current issue of Our Dogs, Mr. F. N. Pickett challenges 
the accuracy of statistics issued by the N.F.U. on the damage to 
sheep and poultry caused by roving dogs and calls for the estab- 
lishment of a body, representing the dog-owning fraternity, to 
investigate the position in preparation for the time when “the 
NFU. attack reaches the Parliamentary stage 
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HISTORY OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS’ LIBRARY 


On Thursday of last week the Thomas Vicary Lecture was 
delivered in the lecture hall of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, by Mr. W. R. LeFanu, who took as his 
subject the history of the library of the College, which was, he 
said, among the half-dozen leading medical libraries of the Com- 
monwealth. 

The lecturer said there existed from the I4th century a guild 
of surgeons which in the 16th century was united with the Barbers. 
The joint company formed a library in the 17th century, but when 
it split again in 1745 possession of the books was in dispute, and 
they were eventually sold for £13. In 1786 John Hunter, feeling 
the lack of a library to be a reflection on English surgeons, wrote 
presenting his own works and urging others to do the same; but 
the suggestion was not adopted and when the company was re- 
formed as a college in 1800 it had no library. 

It decided to form one and George Stubbs’s Anatomy of the Horse 


“Riot Follows Anthrax Order.”--Mr. ]. C. ALLEY, M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary Officer, Zanzibar, writes: “ With regard to the paragraph 
‘Riot follows anthrax order’ published in The Veterinary Record 
of August 25th, 1951, which has just reached me, ! would like to 
inform you that the riots in question took place in Zanzibar and 
not in Dar es Salaam as the Daily Telegraph es es Salaam reporter 
states. I should know, as I was the veterinary officer concerned 
and was under police protection for two weeks, though I personally 
did not consider it necessary.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editer represent the 


THE VETERINARY SURGEON'S TITLE 


was one of the first two books bought. Serious collecting began <: . : 
4 Sir,—Some years a there appeared in your correspondence 
Bailey ave, arguments were put forward for and against our following the lead 
ie y ae : of the medical profession in adopting the courtesy title of “ Doctor.” the 
4 * * + ¥ * At that time we were engaged in a major war and most of us pre 
perhaps considered that the gubject was inappropriate in view of 
| ‘ SCOTTISH AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL the vastly greater issues in which we were involved. op 


The Technical Committee of the Scottish Agricultural Advisory 


’ The intervening period has —— us, unfortunately, little nearer Is 
Council are to be superseded by a new Agricultural Improvement a 


to international security, but it has brought us nearer, in many 


} Council, whose function will be to consider ways and means of — ways, to our colleagues in other countries, notably in the American, Ww 
i getting the results of research across to agriculturists and horti- European and African continents. “¥ 
| culturists and to make recommendations to the Department of Those of us who are privileged to travel in other countries, and tio 
Agriculture and the Agricultural Research Council. The decision to meet vigitors from them, are continually being involved in long we 
; to have the new committee independent of the Agricultural Advisory explanations as to why, after five years of study, we do not make do 
i, 4 Council means a reversion to the arrangement which prevailed use of the courtesy title. 
| hetween 1941 and 1945. On discussing a recent visit to South Africa with a colleague : 
| Sir Patrick Laird, Secretary of the Department of Agriculture just returned from the United States and Canada, we find that 1m 
} for Scotland, and Sir John Milne Home, former Commissioner to frequently we were obliged either to “do as the Romans” and rei 
the Duke of Buccleuch, will continue as Chairman and Vice- call ourselves “ Doctor,” or cause seriougy misgivings on the part in 
Chairman respectively of the Advisory Council. of our overseas friends as to whether or not we were in fact quali- 
Dr. J. F. ncan, who is also a member of the Agricultural — fied veterinary surgeons. 

Research Council, has been appointed Chairman of the new Improve- Now that our Veterinary Schools have been taken into the ani 
ment Council, which will have the following membership: Professor Universities our students must form a very small minority in fir 
; T. L. Bywater, Aberdeen ; Professor J. Kirkwood, West of Scotland remaining there for five or six yeary without obtaining a doctorate, bu 
Li College ; Dr. M. A. H. Tincker, North of Scotland College ; Professor and this point is not readily understood by the profession in other h 
i S. J. Watson, Edinburgh College ; Dr. D. P. Cuthbertson, Rowett; countries. The title has been adopted only comparatively recently : 
4 Dr. H. P. Donald, Animal Breeding Organisation; Dr. A. W. as a courtesy in South Africa as the result of a referendum of 
' Greenwood, Poultry Research Centre; Dr. J. W. Gregor, Scottish organised by the South African Veterinary Medical Association of 
/ Plant Breeding ; Dr. J. Russell Greig, a.v.n.a.; Dr. D. N. M’Arthur, — which proved that such was the wish of the majority of veterinary Di 

Macaulay Institute; Dr. J. A. B. Smith, Hannah Institute; Dr. surgeons in the Union. Within two years it was in common use br 


T. Swarbrick, Horticultural Research Institute; W. West, and the benefit to the profession, both in status and convenience, 


J. 
Machinery Testing Station ; Professor R. G. White, Animal Breeding is now generally agreed. in 


} ; Organisation ; Dr. F. N. Woodward, Seaweed Research ; W. H. M. There are, of course, many of us who are not in favour of such ae 
nH Gill, Rosskeen ; Sir James Denby Roberts, Strathallan ; J. A. Symon; = an action but in addition to the points which I have raised, its of 
. | Sir George Wilson; W. J. Wright, and as Technical Secretary, supporters might point out the need for distinguishing, in the t 
: A. R. Wannop, Department of Agriculture for Scotland. eyes of the public, our practising members from the Regisiered a 
' Mr. D. Edwards, Department of Agriculture for Scotland, will Practitioner. we 
act as Secretary to both Councils. I suggest that the time is now opportune for this subject to be tv 
/ . é reopened and that the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. should ask for it on 
to be discussed at meetings of the Divisions.—Yours faithfully, | 
yi THE CRYSTAL CAT SHOW W. T. Harrow, 8, Alton Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire. October 25th, hea 


1951. 


Following its successful initiation last year, the Crystal Cat Show 
again was held at Olympia, on October 12th and 13th, attracting 
over 350 entries and an attendance of nearly 12,000. 

The entries were splendidly representative. There were majestic 
Blue and White Persians, their long coats groomed to ope 
side by side with the sleek, ever popular, White Siamese. The more 
unusual varieties included Brown or Red Tabbies, Silver Tabbies, 
Creams and Chinchillas and a foreign section. There was also a 
Household Pety Corner, which included many cats of varied colours 
and types. 

This is the first show of this kind at which the Abyssinian cat, 
a relatively new breed in this country, has been seen, and one 
of the few public occasions when it could be purchased. In 
appearance it resembles the Siamese, but has a deep chestnut 
coloration. The section of the hall devoted to the pets of film 
stars proved a big attraction. Surprisingly enough, many of these 
were of the household and not pedigree variety. A further feature 
was a foreign cat photographic competition. 

It may be added, for the attention of those responsible for future 
shows, that the veterinary gurgeons’ room should be sacrosanct: 
under no circumstances should it be converted into a temporary 
hospital, or be used as a “safe” it for animals while their 
owners go out for an hour or two. It should be a place where 


the veterinary surgeon can enjoy a brief respite in comfort and 
leave his luggage with confidence in its safety. 


* * * * * 
GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


Sir,—We would like to thank our many friends in the profession 
who have so generously offered us their help at a very difficult time. 

Owing to our surgery becoming structurally dangerous, we had 
to vacate it at very short notice. We were at once offered help 
by a great number of practitioners, of whom several offered us 
the use of their premises, to run our surgery, carry out operations, 
or anything that would assist us. 

We convider that this shows a spirit of co-operation within our 
profession of which we may all be extremely proud, and we would 
therefore like to offer our thanks publicly to those concerned.—Yours 
faithfully, Harotp anp Suemta Stainton, 7, Bark Place, Bayswater, 
W.2. October 24th, 1951. 

TUBERCULOSIS—-BOVINE/HUMAN RELATIONSHIP 

Sir,—In the Record, October 13th, 1951, vou published a letter 
from me which, was a reply to one from Mr. Willis of the previ- 
ous week. The letter of October 13th, as published, was not a 
true copy of the script sent in by me as the following sentence 
was omitted: “. .. and remember death from tuberculosis is a 
corollary to infection.”—Yours faithfully, L. Prrcmer, Coningsby 
Road, High Wycombe, Bucks. October 30th, 1951. 
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